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Hoard of Crade dournal. 


Vol. XXVIII} 


11, 1900. 163. 


WEEELY ISSUE OF THE “BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL.” 

The “ Board of Trade Journal,” now in its fourteenth year, will 
henceforth be issued weekly, instead of monthly, at the price of 
Fone penny per number for the present. 


PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade: will be found in 
a list facing p. 6 of the advertisements, and among these publi- 
cations attention is especially drawn to those referred to in the 
following notice. 


Trade Returns of the United Kingdom. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation 
of the United Kingdom for the month of December, 1899, and 
the twelve months ended 31st December, 1899, a further reference 
to which will be found on pp. 121-122 of the present issue of the 
“Board of Trade Journal.” These have now been published. 
The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each month, 
may be purchased at a small cost (in the present instance 84d.) 
per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, 
E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. John Menzies 
& Co., 12, Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, 
Glasgow ; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1898 is now 
available, and may be purchased at a cost of 8s. 1}d. at any of the 
addresses enumerated above. This publication, which contains 
much more detailed and exhaustive information than can be given 
in the monthly accounts, deals with the imports and exports of the 
United Kingdom from and to each foreign country, British 
possession, and British protectorate for each of the years 1894 to 
1898 inclusive, the imports and exports at the principal ports, 
transhipments, and bonded warehouse accounts. The 1899 issue 
of the annual statement will shortly be published. 


THE 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


I—COLONIAL AND OTHER BRITISH POSSESSIONS. 
Agriculture in Lagos. 


The “‘ Lagos Weekly Record” is of opinion that everything points 
onan to the conclusion that agriculture must eventually 
: become the chief pursuit and sole reliance of the 
people of Lagos. This tendency to take up agriculture has been 
manifest for some time, and there are many who are now engaged 
in various directions in coffee and cocoa growing. The price of 
coffee, however, has fallen so low that many have become dis- 
couraged in the matter of its production, and it would appear that 
the best field for the planter lies in cocoa, copra and rubber 
wing. The first-named absorbs the attention of the whole 
population of the Island of Fernando Po, whence there is a large 
and constantly increasing yearly export. With the large area of 
arable land available, there is no reason why Lagos should not 
enter the lists as a centre of cocoa production and export, and the 
people attain to a condition of real and lasting prosperity, as has 
been the case at Fernando Po. The cocoa does not require any 
special scientific knowledge, and will thrive well if planted in 
suitable soil and kept free of weeds. 

It is unnecessary to allude to the prospects of a profitable 
business offered in the cultivation of the cocoanut and copra 
production, as it is well known that copra forms the staple com- 
modity of trade of many countries which can hardly possess more 
favourable conditions for the growth of the cocoanut than those 
obtaining in Lagos, so that all that is needed is the energy and 
enterprise to undertake what others have accomplished successfully. 
On the other hand the very tangible evidence which has been 
afforded of the value of the rubber tree ought to prove sufficient 
to induce its extensive cultivation by the people on all sides. 


Steel and Iron Rails. 


The United States Consul at Newcastle, New South Wales, reports 
that there is a great scarcity of steel and iron 
rails in the colony, which the authorities are very 
anxious to remedy. 


NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 


Enquiries Relating to Canadian Trade. 
The following were among the enquiries relating to Canadian 
trade recently received at the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Canada in London, Victoria 
Street, S.W., where further particulars may be obtained. 
Home Enquiries——An English gentleman, with many years’ 
varied commercial experience, wishes to act as resident agent or 


CANADA. 
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traveller to a good firm, or a combination of firms, doing business 
in Canada, 

A well-known firm in the North desire to be placed in com- 
munication with users of ail kinds of iron and steel tubing. 


Canadian Enquiries.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in 
Montreal, who claim to be in touch with the leading wholesale 
clothing, dry goods, and woollen houses, are desirous of securing 
agencies for woollens or tailors’ trimmings. They also have 
representatives calling upon retail hardware people, painters, and 
plumbers. 

The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Section of the Imperial Institute, where further particulars 
may be obtained. 

Home Enquiries.—A Glasgow importer would handle Canadian 
cheap bedroom furniture, for which he has a demand. 

A London dealer in high grade preserved goods would like to 
hear from Canadian packers of smoked salmon cut in thin slices 
put up in oil in tins. 

Canadian Enquiries.—A Canadian manufacturer's agent would 
like to obtain the agency of a good firm of chain manufacturers, 
ior which he considers there is an excellent opening. 

A Canadian manufacturer of barrows of all kinds, hods, skids, 
&c., desires to hear from responsible houses handling these goods. 

A Nova Scotia house is in a position to supply birch, beech, 
maple, and oak square stock, cut to lengths and ready for turning 
for manufacture of handles, &c. 

A Canadian manufacturer's agent has facilities for selling heavy 
hardware, such as sheets, piates, &c., and solicits correspondence 
from United Kingdom producers. 


IL—FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 
Machinery and Machine Tools in the Caucasus. 


According to the Philadelphia “ Manufacturer” a large amount 
omen of capital is being invested in industries in the 

‘Caucasus, chiefly by French and Belgian capitalists. 
The exports of manganese iron ore from the Caucasus amounted 
to no less than 20,000,000 pouds (about 321,000 tons) in 1898, 
and many new mining concessions have lately been granted. 

Most prominent among the new French enterprises is the 
company under the title of “ Société Industrielle du Caucase,” 
with headquarters at Tiflis. This company will engage in 
manganese ore and copper ore mining. ‘The demand for all kinds 
of machine tools, mining machinery, hand tools, ond hardware in 
general, is very brisk. 
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Machinery and Tools in Belgium. 

It is reported in the Press that a company has been formed 
in Brussels, entitled “La Société des Forges et 
BELGIUM. Taminoirs de l’Aube,” with a paid-up capital of 
100,0007., to acquire and carry on certain ironworks at Claivaux 
(Aube), France. More than half of their capital will be invested 
in new machinery and tools. It is stated that the State railway 
authorities at Brussels are to be in the market early in January 
for a quantity of miscellaneous supplies. The Société Nationale 
des Chemins de Fer Vicinaux, also at Brussels, will shortly send 

out requisitions for 50 tons of fishplates and other rail equipment. 


Life Assurance Offices in Rome. 
H.M. Consul at Rome reports that one or two insurance companies 
lads against accidents and injury to crops by hail have 
* been established in Rome in 1898. During recent 
years, a good many companies embracing every class and descrip- 
tion of insurance have sprung up. Some have failed, others 
are fairly thriving. Foreign insurance companies seem to be 
preferred by the public, who have only of late years realised the 
benefits of insurance, and there would be a good opening in Rome 
for a British concern of this kind. It might not be advisable for 
a fire office to open a branch, but a life agency would probably do 
a remunerative business. One English society had to withdraw 
lately, not on account of the branch not being productive, but 
because of the bad local management. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,367.) 


Cooking Stoves in Syria. 
The Report of the Austro-Hungarian Consul at Aleppo states that 
petroleum cooking-stoves are gaining ground in 
pg that district, especially as petroleum is, relatively 
"speaking, much cheaper than charcoal. Such 
stoves have a good future before them in Syria. They are at 
present supplied almost exclusively by Germany. 


Machinery in Mexico. 

In a recent report upon the opportunities for trade and capital in 
saan Mexico the United States Consul at Matamoras 

‘  says:—‘‘One of the most gratifying evidences of 

the progress of Mexico during recent years has been the constantly 
increasing importation of labour-saving machinery. The total im- 
portation of machinery during the year ended 30th June, 1898, 
amounted to nearly 50 per cent. more than that of the preceding 12 
months. New manufacturing plants of almost every description 
are being built all over the Republic. In no country in the world 
are cotton mills paying such large dividends on the capital invested, 
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and the magnificent water-power facilities, unused for centuries, 
are now being utilised. Immense mills were constructed only 
last year at the falls of Juanacatlan, near Guadalajara. Besides 
all kinds of cotton goods, Mexico to-day manufactures a very good 
quality of cashmeres and woollen goods, blankets, stockings, 
knit underwear, shoes and all kinds of leather goods, and 
hats of wool, fur, and straw, blocked in the modern and 
prevailing style of the country. She is also beginning to make 
linen and silk fabrics, a determined and somewhat successful effort 
being made at present to rear the silkworm in the State of 
Guanajuato. Sugar and alcohol are also manufactured. The 
establishment of these new enterprises, fostered by the protective 
policy of the Government, is giving an impetus to every industry, 
and offers to the manufacturer of machinery a most inviting field. 
Arrangements should be made to allow as long credits as possible, 
for, in almost every instance, excellent security will be tendered. 
The business should be entrusted to men thoroughly conversant 
with the language, and well acquainted with the peculiar customs of 
the inhabitants and the agricultural requirements of the country. 
The machinery introduced should be carefully explained to the 
native farmer. The Mexican is conservative, and when an instru- 
ment or tool has been accepted, it is difficult to convince him that 
another is more meritorious ; thus, for the small amount of extra 
expense to which the manufacturer has been subjected in intro- 
ducing his wares, he will be doubly compensated in the future 
extension of his export trade. Another source of profit to the 
machinery manufacturer is the tendency towards municipal 
improvements, the result of which is the construction of street 
railways, market houses, and electric light plants, as well as the 
introduction of improved drainage systems all over the republic.” 


Manufactured Iron Material. 
The New York “ Journal of Commerce” states that the enquiries 
omen from Mexico for manufactured iron material show 
‘that the demand in this branch will be extensive 
early in the year, especially for wrought-iron pipe, galvanised 
corrugated sheets, and other structural iron material, mining 
machinery, and machine-shop tools. 


Steam Engines, Boilers, &c. 
The United States Consul at Guadeloupe reports that he has been 
asked for information regarding steam boilers, 


cneameues. engines, accessories, &c., for the largest machine 


shop in the place which is connected with the steamboat line of the 
island. 

The manager particularly desires information regarding portable 
steam boilers, mounted on wheels; marine engines for small 
steamers; marine boilers; steam and safety valves; lubricators ; 
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steam and vacuum gauges; ordinary steam pumps; ordinary 
pumps; steam fire-engines, small; centrifugal pumps; _horse- 
power rigs, with and without shafting or other gear for trans- 
mitting power. 

In every case‘ illustrated catalogues, in French, if possible, are 
desired, and the following information: Weights, net and boxed or 
packed for shipment; dimensions; price f.o.b. Exterior elegance 
and beauty of appearance are not so much desired as solidity, 
efficacy, and cheapness. Honest workmanship, good materials, 
absence of useless and expensive adornment, and low prices are 
imperative. 


Tenders for Government Contracts. 


Admiralty.—Tenders will be received until twelve o’clock noon, 
on the days named, for— 

B. Copper articles .... 

B Copper nails 


B.D. Iron and steel nails. — 1900. 
Wire xe sn ... { Thursday, 18th January. 
B.W. Wrought-iron hinges 
Steel hoops 
B. Black ironmongery sin 
W. Iron plate workers’ wares.. | 
B. Lamps and lanterns ... ) Thursday, 25th January. 
Manufactured wood goods | 
B. Tin and japanned wares ... 
Candles 
Hard soap ... 
L.War. Hides, leather, and leather | »,,, day, 30th January. 
goods 
Soft soap ... 
Tallow 


Forms of tender, containing conditions of contract and all 
particulars, may be obtained on personal application at the Admi- 
ralty, or by letter addressed Director of Navy Contracts, Admiralty, 
London, S.W. 

Patterns of copper nails, black ironmongery, iron plate wares, 
wood goods, tin and japanned wares, and hides and leather goods, 
may be seen at the. Admiralty Pattern Rooms, 72, Great Queen 
Street, Lincoln’s Inn, W.C. 

Samples of candles, hard and soft soap, tallow, and hose strips 
must be sent to the Admiralty Pattern Rooms not later than the 
20th January. 

Forms of tender may also be obtained and patterns seen of the 
articles marked— 

“B.” at the Admiralty Pattern Room, Great Western House, 
Livery Street, Birmingham ; 
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“ B.D.” at the Town Hall, Dudley, on application to the Secre- 
tary, Chamber of Commerce, Dudley ; 

“TL.” at the Chamber of Commerce, Leeds (light leather goods 
only), on application to the Secretary ; 

‘““W.” at the Chamber of Commerce, Wolverhampton, on appli- 
cation to the Secretary ; 

“LL. War.” at the Chamber of Commerce, Warrington (heavy 
leather goods only), on application to the Secretary. 


India Office—The Secretary of State for India in Council is 
prepared to receive tenders from such persons as may be willing 
to supply :— 

1. Locomotives. 
2. Brass boiler tubes. 


The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
tenders are to be delivered at that office by two o’clock p.m. on 
Tuesday, the 25rd January, 1900, for No. 1, and on Tuesday, the 
16th January, 1900, for No. 2, after which times respectively no 
tender will be received. 


Tenders for the Sale of a Spanish Ship. 


According to the “Gaceta de Madrid,” of the 28th December 
last, the sale by tender is authorised of the auxiliary cruiser 
Meteoro, and tenders may be received up to1 p.m. on 26th Janu- 
ary, either at the Secretaria del Centro Consultativo of the Ministry 
of Marine, Madrid, the Spanish Comision de Marina in London, 
the Spanish Consulate at Liverpool, Hamburg, or Marseilles. No 
offer will be considered which is less than 2,000,000 pesetas, this 
sum being fixed as a basis. On 3rd February, at 1 p.m., all tenders 
received will be read publicly at the said Centro Consultativo. 
The Minister of Marine, in accepting the most advantageous offer, 
reserves the right of fixing the amount of the guarantee to be 
given by the tenderer for the fulfilment of his contract. 
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THE STATE OF FOREIGN TRADE IN 1899.* 


I—General Statement for December, 1899. 


The trade returns for December last show a decrease as com- 
pared with the corresponding month of 1898 in the Imports from 
foreign countries and British possessions, but an increase in the 
Exports of British and Irish produce and manufactures and in the 

rts of foreign and colonial merchandise. 

e Imports for December, 1899, were valued at 40,738,8961., 
as compared with 45,364,786. in December, 1898, a decrease of 
4,625,8901., or 10°1 per cent., and the Exports amounted in value 
to 27,664,380/., as against 26,514,361/. in December, 1898, an 
increase of 1,150,019/., of which British and Irish produce and 
manufactures alone were valued at 22,038,4891. in December, 1899, 
and 20,978,408/. in December, 1898—an increase of 1,060,0811., 
or 5 per cent. This, however, includes the value of ships, new, 
(not registered as British) to the value of 632,2701., which were 
not included previous to 1899. The value of foreign and colonial 
merchandise exported in December, 1899, shows an increase, as 
compared with 1898, of 89,9381/., or 1-6 per cent. 


II.—Imports in December. 


The following table shows the value of eF imports for 
December, 1899, as compared with December, 1898, according 
to the different categories of merchandise :— 


Month ended Dec. 31. 
—— Increase. | Decrease. 
1898. | 1899. 
Food, drink, and tobacco ... ...{19,588,339 (17,701,626 1,886,713 
Metals... 2,233,218 | 2,443,192 | 209,974 
Chemicals, dye stuffs and tanning 
substances ... 392,208 404,926 12,718 
Raw materials for manufactures ...|13,683,864 |11,000,481 on 2,683,383 
Manufactured and miscellaneous 
articles... 8,583,653 | 8,334,352 249,201 
Total ... ...  £/45,364,786 |10,738,896 whe 4,625,890 


In the imports of articles of food and drink, there is a 
net decrease in value of corn imported as compared with December, 
1898, of 1,419,511/. Wheat alone has decreased by 1,519,130 
cwts. in quantity, and 600,084/. in value; wheat meal and flour by 
755,031 cwts., and 453,589/.; and barley by 1,569,015 cwts., and 
428,2971. The only increases were in Indian corn and maize, 


* See also pp. 121-122. 
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942,200 ewts.,and 136,683. in value; and oatmeal and Indian corn 
meal, 38,029 cwts., and 20,2271. With regard to other articles of 
food :—-Fresh beef, hams, meat unenumerated, salted or fresh and 
preserved otherwise than by salting, fresh mutton, rabbits and 
cheese, show increases, both in quantities and values, in December, 
1899, as compared with December, 1898, but bacon shows a falling 
off in quantity of 92,443 cwts., and in value of 142,803/. ; and pork, 
butter, fish (fresh), fruit, hops and lard, have decreased in quantities 
and value, hops to the extent of 43,544 cwts. in quantity, and 
221,352/. in value. Eggs, although’ they have fallen off in quantity 
to the extent of 19,960 great hundreds, show an increase in value 
of 9,8741. Potatoes, poultry, game and spices show increases, and 
sugar, refined and unrefined, have increased to the extent of 
451,549 cewts. in quantity, and 230,418/.in value. Rice, condensed 
milk, vegetables, cocoa, brandy and wine, have all decreased. In 
wine alone the decrease is 127,801 gallons in quantity, and 
134,7711. in value. The imports of onions and coffee have increased 
in quantity but decreased in value. Rum shows an increase in 
quantity of 432,988 proof gallons and in value of 38,684/., and 
tobacco, both unmanufactured and manufactured, has increased. 
In metals, the imports of iron ore have increased by 74,789 tons in 
quantity and 115,096/. in value; tin by 6,630 ewts. in quantity 
and 155,724J. in value; and pyrites of copper by 12,871 tons and 
30,4187. in value. Pig iron, bar iron, and steel, unwrought, have 
all decreased in quantities and values. 

In the imports of raw material for textile manufactures, raw 
cotton has decreased 2,340,247 cwts. in quantity, and 3,367,936l. 
in value. Flax and hemp have also decreased, but jute and silk 
have increased, jute to the extent of 15,894 tons in quantity, and 
254,692/. in value. Sheep or lambs’ wool shows a decrease of 
6,746,689 lbs. in quantity, but an increase of 146,9071. in 
value. Alpaca vicuna and Llama have increased in quantity by 
209,102 lbs., and in value by 13,157/., and goats’ wool (mohair) 
by 1,556,125 lbs. and 87,1131. 

In raw materials for sundry industries and manufactures, there 
is a falling off in the quantities and values of caoutchouc, gum, 
paraffin, rosin, and tallow and stearine, but wood and timber has 
increased in value by 185,647. 

In manufactured articles, iron and steel manufactures show 
decreases all round, and silk broadstuffs and ribbons have also 
decreased ; straw plaiting has increased in quantity and decreased 
in value, and leather has decreased in quantity, but the value was 
21,0897. more in December, 1899 than in December, 1898. 


ITI.—Exports of Home Produce in December. 


rts.—The following table shows the value of the exports of 
British and Irish produce and manufactures for the month ending 
31st December, 1899, as compared with the corresponding period of 
1898, and the increase or decrease in each principal category :— 
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Month ended Dec. 30. 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1898. 1899. 
& £ £ £ 
Animals, living ... 101,917 78,884 23,033 
Articles of food and drink ... «..| 1,022,856 | 1,020,394 _— 2,462 
Raw materials... 2,029,878 | 2,578,063 | 548,185 
Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 
Yarns and textile fabrics ++-| 8,675,992 | 8,260,334 — 415,658 
Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except ma- 
chinery and ships) ... 2,796,543 | 3,500,575 704,082 
Machinery and millwork «--| 1,699,401 | 1,593,013 —_ 106,388 
Ships, new (not registered as 
British) eee [Not recorded.} 632,270 | 632,270 
Miscellaneous ...  ... 4,651,821 | 4,374,956 276,865 
Total £/20,978,408 |22,038,489 | 1,060,081 


The exports of herrings have increased by 61,616 barrels in 
quantity and 94,330]. in value, so that over all other food-stuffs 
there is a total decrease of 96,7921., no large portion of which, how- 
ever, is in any one article. The exports of coal, coke, and fuel show 
a decrease of 48,451 tons in quantity, but an increase of 445,4261. 
in value. Wool has increased both in quantity and value. Cotton 
yarn shows a decrease in quantity of 5,335,400 Ibs., and 84,3431. 
in value, and cotton piece goods of 73,074,200 yards and 355,975. 
Jute yarn and jute piece goods have also decreased, the latter to 
the extent of 7,222,800 yards in quantity and 33,2441. in value. 
Linen piece goods, silk and worsted yarn, and woollen tissues have 
increased in both quantities and values, but linen yarn has de- © 
creased in quantity and value, and silk manufactures show a 
falling-off of 10,8111. On the other hand, woollen yarn has 
decreased 19,500 Ibs. in quantity but has slightly increased in 
value, while worsted tissues have increased 207,600 yards in 
quantity but show a slight decrease in value. Under metals, iron, 
unwrought and wrought, shows an increase of 79,948 tons in 
quantity and 711,296/. in value. The exports of steam engines 
were less by 113,112/. in value in December, 1899, than in the 
corresponding month of 1898, but other descriptions of machinery 
show a slight increase. 


IV.—The Year’s Trade. 


Reviewing the trade of the year 1899 as a whole, as compared 
with 1898, the imports from foreign countries and British posses- 
sions were valued at 485,075,5141., as compared with 470,378,5831., 
an increase of 14,696,931/. The exports of British and Irish 
produce and manufactures amounted in value to 264,660,647/. in 
1899, as compared with 233,359,240/. in 1898, an increase of 
31,301,407. This is inclusive of the value of the ships, new (not 
registered as British), which were exported to the value of 
9,195,192]. in 1899, and had not been recorded prior to that year. 
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The exports of foreign and colonial merchandise were valued at 
65,019,549/. in 1899, as against 60,654,748/. in 1898, an increase of 
4,364,8011. The principal category of the imports in which a 
decrease is found in the year is that of raw materials for textile 
manufactures. This decrease, amounting to 5,585,0771., is chiefly 
due to the smaller quantities of raw cotton imported into the 
United Kingdom from the United States. The value of such im- 
ports was 19,164,130/. only in 1899, as compared with 27,513,0321. 
in 1898. There were some minor decreases, whilst wool, hemp, 
silk, and mohair showed an increase as compared with 1898. The 
category of metals is that which shows the largest increase of any 
single category of imports in 1899 as compared with 1898 :— 


Value of the Imports of the Principal Metals into the United 


om. 
——. 1897. 1898. 1899. 

£ 
Copper 5,792,564 6,211,853 7,918,191 
Iron and steel 5,769,490 5,381,399 7,007,267 
Lead ... 2,033,300 2,521,356 2,883,837 
Pyrites of iron or copper ... 1,021,096 1,080,543 1,164,267 
Quicksilver ... 390,881 388,176 415,48C 
Silver ore 1,429,822 1,145,905 1,032,590 
1,623,798 1,389,601 3,298,182 
Zinc ... 1,190,370 1,444,202 1,663,381 


With regard to the exports for the twelve months ended 31st 
December, 1899, as compared with a similar period of 1898, the 
principal increases are found in metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery and ships) of 7,565,653l., raw 
materials 5,505,1331, and yarns and textile fabrics 4,946,4051. 

The values of the exports of the principal metals, &., in the 
last three years have been as under :— 


1897. 1898. 1899. 
& 
Copper 2,528,101 2,796,739 3,748,766 
Hardwares and cutlery 2,104,009 1,986,692 2,140,236 
Implements and tools 1,364,426 1,314,676 1,429,700 
Iron and steel “i 24,641,516 22,630,272 28,092,780 
Lead ... 538,514 545,354 635,630 
Plate and plated and gilt wares .... 417,996 427,443 423,238 
Telegraphic wires, &c. a ane 997,802 985,283 1,407,783 
323,124 394,898 587,531 


The following table shows the value of the different kinds of 
yarns and textile fabrics of British and Irish produce and 
manufacture exported in the years 1897, 1898 and 1899 :— 
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Value of Exports of Principal Yarns and Textile Fabrics. 


— 1897. 1898. 1899, 
£ £ 
Cotton yarn and twist‘ ... 9,929,768 8,923,272 8,054,664 
Cotton piece goods 45,808,154 47,910,088 50,875,853 
Jute manufactures... 2,167,109 1,854,567 1,962,860 
Linen manufactures 4,770,706 4,392,854 5,075,280 
Silk manufactures ... oe 1,338,161 1,528,962 1,510,421 
Woollen and worsted yarn 4,839,987 4,674,358 4,876,162 
Yarn, alpaca, and mohair ... : 1,652,736 1,665,152 1,745,737 
Woollen and worsted manufactures} 15,975,566 13,699,435 14,784,837 


Finally, with regard to raw materials, the exports of coal, coke, 
cinders, and fuel were valued at 16,654,955. in 1897, 18,135,5021. 
in 1898, and 23,105,691/. in 1899. 


V.—Shipping. 


The tonnage of vessels entered at ports in the United Kingdom 
from foreign countries and British possessions, with cargoes, 
during December, 1899, amounted to 2,808,135 tons, and the 
tonnage cleared in the foreign trade to 3,286,120 tons, as against 
3,024,175 tons entered and 3,470,180 cleared in December, 1898. 
For the twelve months ended December, 1899, the figures were 
36,224,248 tons entered and 43,031,081 tons cleared, as compared 
with 34,515,804 tons entered and 39,462,642 tons cleared in 1898. 
With regard to the coasting trade, the tonnage entered during 
December, 1899, with cargoes, amounted to 2,443,062 tons, and 
the tonnage cleared to 2,411,012 tons, as against 2,603,330 tons 
entered and 2,572,410 tons cleared in December, 1898. For the 
year 1899 the figures were as follows:—Entered 31,004,547 tons 
and cleared 30,608,392 tons. These figures compared with 
30,914,274 tons entered and 30,504,091 tons cleared in 1898. 
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LOCOMOTIVES ON EGYPTIAN RAILWAYS. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
copy of a report by Mr. F. H. Trevithick, M.I.C.E.. Locomotive, 
Carriage, and Waggon Superintendent, on English, American, 
and Egyptian railways. 

The following information as to locomotives is extracted from 
the above report :— 

“The United States and Canadian locomotives of to-day, 
notably the goods, can claim as characteristics, size, weight, and 
power, but not speed, elegance, nor perfection of finish. 

“As regards speed-capacity they do not excel engines of 
English manufacture of similar weight and type; the question 
of appearance is greatly a matter of taste and habit, and with 
regard to finish it is said, and not without force of argument, 
that ‘the work is good enough for what it has to do,’ as if the 
working parts absorbed all the attention, and appearance were 
sacrificed to utility. 

“ As regards size, weight, and power, they vary from 40 up to 
80 tons, and some of the goods engines reach 100 tons. As a com- 
parison, an average weight freight engine will draw double the 
weight of train that the English and Egyptian engines are in 
the habit of taking, or can take; but it must be remembered 
that United States and Canadian railroads are not hampered, as 
English railways are, with tunnels, cuttings, and overhead 
bridges, while the country’s vastness, the long stretches of 
single lines passing through thinly populated districts, and the 
great distances between the cities, adapt it to through, rapid, 
and cheap transport. 

“Moreover, the competition between neighbouring roads is 
instrumental in creating heavy and powerful engines, as each 
company ventures to surpass its rival by increasing the loads 
carried and reducing the tariff. © 

“Tt may be also that owing to America’s vastness, and the 
amount of liberty of individual action possessed by the various 
States, it has been able to enjoy a freedom, and to follow a 
simple, though perhaps venturesome, mode of working, and a 
daring growth in the weight and power of its locomotives, which 
a not be practicable in England, nor to the same extent in 

gypt. 

“The average weight of the standard English passenger loco- 
motive of to-day is 50 tons, and of goods 40 tons, as compared 
with 38 tons in the case of the Egyptian passenger and goods 
engines. JI canno{ institute an authentic comparison with 
America, as the information and diagrams which I asked the 
various railway companies in the United States and Canada to 
provide me with have not yet reached me, but I believe I am 
correct in stating that the average weights of the standard 
American engines exceed those of the average standard English 
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goods and passenger engines by about 75 per cent. and 20 per 
cent. respectively. 

“ Regarding the effective weight of these standard types with 
reference to the strength or capacity of the road to support 
them, the English standard passenger engine, owing to its 
cae length of wheel base, although 10 tons heavier, gives 

ut 2°2 tons per foot run on rail, as against 2°43 tons in the 
case of the goods engine. 

“The Egyptian passenger and goods engines give 2°3 tons per 
foot run on rail. For the reason given above, I can yet make 
no authenticated comparison with the American weights per 
foot run; but, as far as I could judge, the rate per foot run on 
rail may be taken as 2°5 tons for their passenger, and three tons 
for their goods engines. 

“In detail construction, and in general design, the U.S.A. 
and Canada follow certain types which seemingly are accepted 
by all their railways, and, as a rule, engines of similar weights 
correspond and are duplicates of each other on whichever rail- 
way you find them, whilst in England, although the standard 
goods engine is as typical the advantage of duplicity both as 
regards manufacture and maintenance is lost. 

“ At first sight this lack of duplicity in English locomotives, 
as compared to American locomotives, is apt to be attributed to 
a desire on the part of English railway engineers to introduce 
their individual ideas rather than to what is probably the true 
reason, namely, that in England no one firm has enjoyed the 
privilege of supplying a large proportion of the locomotives of 
the country as has hitherto been the case with Baldwin’s firm 
in America. 

“The Baldwin works are at present turning out locomotives 
at the rate of 1,000 a year, or 28 per cent. more than the com- 
bined turn-out of the four leading English locomotive firms, 
viz., Neilson, 300; Diibs, 150; Sharp Stewart, 140; and Kitson, 
130. Their secret of success in rapidly and inexpensively con- 
structing locomotives is their continuous day and night work 
system of piece-work, and working to fixed types and templates. 
It will be readily understood how great an economy can be 
effected in the construction of machines so complicated as loco- 
motives when, by working day and night, double the amount 
of work is obtained out of the plant and buildings (capital), 
when no scheming nor drawings are necessary, and when com- 
plete sets of templates and patterns exist. 

“Moreover, under this system they are able to make use of 
labour-saving machines and tools specially designed for the 
manufacturing of the various parts forming their standard loco- 
motives, the employment of which would be inadmissible in 
English workshops, where only a few engines are constructed to 
the same type. 

“Thus it is that the Baldwin works, so long as they have suffi- 
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cient orders to engage their machinery night and day and are 
allowed to construct to their own standard types, can so success- 
fully compete with the world in locomotive manufacture. 

“ As bearing upon this subject the experience of the Egyptian 
State railways in the purchase of their locomotives may be of 
interest, as showing that before this year (1899), that is before 
American firms were included in our list of contractors, firms 
only tendered for the engine specified, whereas the American 
firms have invariably submitted a price for an engine of their 
own design, which, in their opinion, was as suitable as the one 
specified in the contract. This shows that the American firms 
endeavour to adhere to the practice of building engines to their 
own fixed types, whereas in England the engine specified in the 
contract is constructed without question, as a matter of course. 

“The economical manufacture of locomotives by American 
firms is probably greatly due to an adherence to their own 
standard types; for example, tenders were invited from Europe 
and America at the same time, and under the same conditions, 
for contracts to supply— ' 

“(a) Ten passenger locomotives to Egyptian railway standard 
drawings ; 

“(b) Twenty shunting engines to Egyptian railway standard 
drawings ; 

“(ce) Two trial locomotives, one passenger and one goods, to 
the Egyptian railway design of anglicised American types ; 

‘“(d) Two trial locomotives, one passenger and one goods, to 


‘the manufacturers’ own designs. 


“Seven English firms, but only two American firms, tendered 
for contract (a), the offers of the latter being on an average 14 
per cent. higher than those of the four leading English firms. 
On the other hand, the four American firms tendering, includ- 
ing the two mentioned above, offered, might they be allowed to 
construct to their own standard designs, to supply ten engines, 
equally suitable in their opinion for the work, at an average 
price of 241 per cent. lower than the four English firms. No 
such offers were received from England for the obvious reason 
that English firms are accustomed to manufacture to the designs 
of the engineers who order from them. 

“ As regards time of delivery, the four American firms offered 
an advantage of 59 per cent. in the case of engines to be con- 
structed to their own designs, and in the case of the Egyptian 
State design, the two firms which tendered also for it offered an 
advantage of 45 per cent. over the four leading English firms. 

“The list of offers for contract (b) show similar differences in 
the prices offered. For instance, Dickson offered to construct 
to the Egyptian State design at a price 31 per cent. higher than 
the average price of the English firms, whereas Richmond and 
Baldwin, while declining to tender for the Egyptian design, 
offered to supply the engines to their own designs, which they 
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consider equally suitable, at an average cost of 16 per cent. less 
than the English firms, and a little more than half Dickson’s 
rice. 

“At the time that these tenders were being invited, the 
Egyptian State was contemplating the introduction of an engine 
exceeding in weight the present types by about 30 tons. So 
great an increase of weight and power prohibited the use of our 
standard details, and we were thus enabled to allow the various 
firms which should tender, the option of introducing their own 
details, and thus utilising existing patterns and templates. 
‘Tenders were therefore invited for trial passenger and goods 
engines under two distinct specifications, contract (c) and (d), 
both of which defined the maximum weight and minimum wheel 
base allowed. 

“ The first specification, contract (c), limited offers to our own 
designs of Anglicised American types of engines, such as are 
beng experimented with on some of our leading English rail- 
ways, and the second, contract (d), permitted firms to send in one 
of their own standard designs. The result of these invitations 
was that only one American firm tendered for the first specifica- 
tion, the price at which it offered to supply the engines exceed- 
ing the average price of the three leading English firms tender- 
ing by 729/., though, on the other hand, it undertook delivery in 
29 weeks, against an average of 75 weeks in the case of the 
English firms; whereas four sent in designs for the second 
with an average difference of only 193/., or five per cent. in 
favour of the American prices, but with an average delivery of- 
33 weeks, against 72 in the case of the English firms. 

* After carefully considering the designs submitted, it was 
decided that our own was the most suited to the requirements 
of the Egyptian railways, and as Messrs. Diibs’ offer was the 
only one up to our maximum, it was accepted, with the under- 
standing that any modification that my visit to America might 
lead me to think would be an improvement, should be embodied 
in their engines. I was also authorised to order two engines in 
America of similar design, if I considered that such a step 
could be advantageously followed. I decided that it might be, 
and as the Brooks Locomotive Works accommodated themselves 
very readily to the combination of American and English types 
introduced in our design, the order was placed with them. 
Their readiness must, I think, be attributed to the circumstance 
that their mechanical engineer received his early training in 
England, rather than to any desire on the part of America to 
follow England in the manufacture of locomotives, for all the 
other firms, and notably Baldwin’s, not only showed no wish to 
accommodate themselves to English ideas, but manifested a 
decided objection to any combination of the designs of the two 
countries. . . . . 

“ At the present day Baldwin’s has competing firms to con- 
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tend with in America, and there is also a growing tendency on 
the part of railway men to construct their own locomotives. 
The competition and jealousy which is but natural between 
firms whose success depends so much on ingenuity, is greater in 
America than in England, and their railway men have certainly 
as much confidence in their own ideas and are as desirous to 
see them introduced as is the case in England. In these matters 
they are following in the footsteps of the mother country, and as 
they progress along this path, so they will lessen the advantages 
they have hitherto enjoyed of uniformity in the designs of their 
locomotives. It is difficult to see what other system could be 
more advantageously followed, unless it could be arranged by 
the State that the locomotives of a country were to be made 
only at a central works and to fixed types, an idea which, in 
my opinion, is practically untenable and even were it workable 
the all-important stimulus of competition would be lost.” 
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PROPOSED IMPERIAL COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE 
BUREAU IN GERMANY. 


A Memorandum, drawn up by the Commercial Attaché to H.M. 
Embassy, in Berlin, on the subject of projects for improving the 
foreign trade of the Empire, has been received at the Board of 
Trade through the Foreign Office. The Memorandum states that 
the objects now being striven for in commercial circles, and, 
apparently, favoured by the Government, are three:—(1) An 
improvement of the Consular system; (2) the establishment of 
more Chambers of Commerce abroad ; and (3) the creation of an 
Imperial Commercial Intelligence Bureau. 

The agitation to improve the German Consular system has long 
been going'on. The public require that a Consul should have a 
far greater commercial knowledge than at present, and also that 
the commercial side of his duties should not be overshadowed by 
his other official work. It is proposed that his training for the 
Consular service should be improved by a more practical education 
in commercial matters, and by dispensing with the present high 
standard of legal knowledge required. They could also, it is 
suggested, learn the language of the countries in which they are 
to serve, and with advantage spend some time in various busi- 
nesses before becoming Consular officers. 

The establishment of more Chambers of Commerce abroad is no 
new question; it is represented that they are of great value in 
assisting foreign commerce. 

The creation of a Commercial Intelligence Bureau at which 
every kind of commercial information is available to the public, is 
the latest proposal. The idea of such an office has apparently 
been furthered by the reported great services of the Philadelphia 
‘Commercial Museum, while the establishment of the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade has no doubt also helped 
to draw attention to this matter. A few days ago a committee of 
the “Society of Industrialists” met to consider the advisability of 
starting an Imperial Commercial Intelligence Bureau, at which were 
representatives from the Imperial Treasury, from the Prussian 
Ministry of Commerce, from the Imperial Ministry of the Interior, 
from many leading industrial and commercial societies in the 
Empire, and from various export associations. A resolution was 
passed to the effect that the meeting considered the creation of 
such a Bureau to be necessary, and that it would be most useful 
in collecting and making accessible to commercial circles all sorts 
of information. A permanent committee is to sit in order to 
carry out the general wishes expressed, and representatives of 
the agricultural interests were also to be admitted in organising 
the preliminary steps necessary to enable an Imperial Commercial 
Intelligence Bureau to be founded. 


he 
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TARIFF AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


COLONIAL. 
Regulations with regard to Pig-lead made from Canadian Bullion. 


The following Memorandum has been issued by the Customs 
Department of Canada :—- 

It is ordered that pig-lead, when refined outside 
of Canada from lead bullion which has been produced from 
Canadian silver-lead ores smelted in Canada, shall be admitted 
into Canada, until otherwise provided, upon payment of duty on 
the cost of refining the pig-lead, as determined by the Minister 
of Customs, subject to the following regulations, viz. :— 

1. The lead bullion shall be exported under Customs’ super- 
vision at the expense of the exporter and consigned direct to the 
refinery. The export entry, made in quadruplicate and attested 
before the Collector of Customs, shall be certified by a Customs 
officer after verifying the quantity shipped for exportation. The 
Collector of the port where the export entry is made shall retain 
one copy of each entry on file in his office, and shall forward one 
copy each— 

(a) To the Canadian frontier port of exit. 

(t) To the Department of Customs, Ottawa. 

(c) To the refinery. _ 

2. Pig-lead refined from Canadian silver-lead bullion, smelted 
and exported as aforesaid, may be entered at the port of Montreal 
or other port designated by the Minister of Customs, upon payment 
of duty upon the cost of the refining thereof, as determined by the 
said Minister, provided that there shall be produced with the 
importer’s bill of entry, and annexed thereto, a copy of the 
Canadian export entry of the bullion and the invoice from 
the refiner, duly attested before a Notary Public in the form 
prescribed by the Minister of Customs, showing the product of 
such bullion and other particulars. 

3. The invoice for Customs entry of pig-lead refined from 
Canadian smelted silver-lead ores may be made in the form in 
schedule “A,”* and the import entry may be made on the usual 
form, under the following descriptions :— 

“ Pig-lead refined from Canadian smelted silver-lead ores at cost 
of refining.” 

A copy of the invoice is to be attached to the import entry 
forwarded by the Collector to the Customs Department. 


*This form may be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Bran :h 
of the Board of Trade, between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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FOREIGN. 


Import Duty on Coal at Odessa. 

A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 

pase Acting Consul-General at Odessa, to the effect that 
the Russian Minister of Finance has sanctioned the 
importation at that port of 6,000,000 pouds (96,429 tons) of coal 
for household purposes at a reduced rate of duty, viz., 14 copeck 
instead of 6 copecks per poud. The reduced rate will be in force 
for a period of one year, commencing from the 13th inst. 


German Commercial Relations with Barbados. 

A despatch, dated 21st December last, has been received at’ the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, in 
which it is stated that a decree of the German 
Bundesrath has been published, by which “those privileges 
which are accorded by the German Empire to the subjects and 
products of the most-favoured nation” are withdrawn from the 
Colony of Barbados. 


GERMANY. 


Customs Treatment of Cotton Yarns. 
The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
js ny, COPY of a memorandum drawn up by Mr. Harriss- 
 Gastrell, Commercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy at 
Beriin, respecting a memorial on the subject of cotton yarns, sent 
both to the Reichstag and the Bundesrath by the German “Society 
of Consumers of Cotton Yarn.” 

The society point out that, chiefly owing to over-production, 
the condition of the cotton industry in late years has not been 
altogether satisfactory, and they urge that steps should be taken 
to make cotton goods more exportable by cheapening the materials 
required in production, especially in the case of ‘“ half-manufac- 
tured” goods. ‘This object, it is suggested, should be attained by 
a concession of the same advantages to German manufacturers as 
those enjoyed by manufacturers in Russia, France and Italy— 
namely, a grant of drawback equal in amount to the import 
duties on cotton yarns. 

The society is strongly averse to an increase in the present 
import duties on yarns, for which the “ Central Society of German 
Industrialists ” has been agitating. On the contrary, they demand 
that the present duty on single unbleached cotton yarn, up to No. 
17 English, should be redaced from 12 to 3 marks per 100 kilogs. 
(t.e., from 6s. 1d. to 1s. 6}d. per cwt.); and that, in the case of 
all other unbleached yarns, single or double, and of the same 
bleached or dyed, the present rates of duty should be lowered by 
at least one-half. If, however, no such reductions are to be 

ted, the society consider it to be essential that the amount 
of the import duties on yarns should be refunded to exporters 
sending cotton goods abroad. 
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Publication of a new Edition of the German Import List. 


A notice published in the “ Reichs-Anzeiger” states that a new 

cermany, Cdition of the classified list’ of goods for statistical 

‘purposes and of the classification of goods in bulk, 

in pursuance of section 11, part 2, section 3 of the Law of 20th 

July, 1879, as to statistics of imports and exports, has been pub- 
lished, and will be in force from 1st January, 1900. 


Regulations relating to Goods Imported for the Repair of Ships at 
Lisbon. 


The “ Diario do Governo,” of the 30th December last, publishes 

a Royal Decree relating to the importation of goods 
repair of The following is a 
tion of the Decree :— 

Article 1—-Foreign goods, imported for the repair of any ship 
in the port of Lisbon, will be allowed to be warehoused under the 
control of the Customs. 

Article 2.—Materials withdrawn from the said warehouses, in 
order to be applied to the purposes mentioned, will be cleared in 
accordance with the formulas employed in the clearance of re- 
exports, all the rules affecting that mode of clearance being 
adopted. 

The same procedure will be adopted in the case of goods 
withdrawn from general warehouses for the same purposes. 

Article 3.—Manufacturers or merchants of goods intended for 
the building or repairing of ships, will be allowed a premium or 
bounty equivalent to the duties on the importation of such goods, 
when they are to be applied to the purpose indicated, and are 
brought from the factories or warehouses to be used either on board 
ship or in dockyards, under the superintendance of the 
Customs and in accordance with the special regulations. 

Article 4.—The Director of Customs at Lisbon must adopt the 
necessary fiscal precautions in order to ensure that the goods 
which are withdrawn from the Customs or general warehouses are 
applied to no other purposes than those for which they have been 
cleared. 

Article 5.—It is understood that if repairs are made in a vessel, 
the captain of that vessel or the consignee must give an account of 
them to the Customs authorities by means of a signed declaration. 

Article 6.—In cases where the Customs authorities shall decide 
that it would be desirable to visit the rebuilt or repaired vessel, in 
order to form an impression of the use to which the materials 
cleared have been put, they can demand the right to do so. 

Article 7.—If it shall be proved that the goods cleared under the 
pretence of being used in the repair of a ship are really intended 
to serve another purpose, the Customs may institute criminal pro- 
ceedings under Art. 8 of the Decree No. 2 of the 27th September, 
1894. 
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Revision of the Spanish Tariff. 


As stated on page 13 of last week’s issue of the “ Board of Trade 
pe Journal” the Spanish Government have issued a - 
* revised edition of the Spanish tariff. A comparison 
of this edition‘with the tariff of 1892 shows that in addition to 
the modifications effected by the Treaties of Spain with the Nether- 
lands, Switzerland, Sweden, and Norway (see “ Board of Trade 
Journal,” Vol. XVI, pp. 47-50) which are incorporated in the new 
tariff, there are several other alterations of duty and classification 
affecting British goods. It is hoped that a complete list of these 
alterations may be published in an early number of the “Journal,” 
and in the meantime a preliminary statement is given below of 
the more important changes, in so far as they affect British trade. 
The rates stated are in all cases those of the minimum tariff, that 
being the tariff according to which British goods entering Spain 
are assessed for duty. It should be noted, however, that the 
provisional list now given includes some changes resulting from 
various Decrees modifying the former tariffs which have been 
issued from time to time since 1892, and have already been 
published. 
The classification of petroleum, &c., is now as follows :— 
Petroleum and mineral oils which on 
distillation at 300° C. leave more 
than 80 per cent. of residuum _ ... Per 100 kilogs., 30 pesetas. 
Do. do. from 20 per cent. to 
80 per cent. inclusive 4 
Do. do. less than 20 per cent. 
Naphtha, mineral lubricating oils, ; 
vaseline, and mixtures of these 
articles with animal or vegetable 
oils or fats ... in BO 
Benzine, gasoline, and the like rE kilog., 0°75 peseta. 
The following alterations have been inade in the classification of 
certain kinds of glassware :— 
Glass and crystal in sheets for windows Per 100 vit 30 pesetas. 
Do. for cupboards and - for 


Glass and crystal, coated with mercury, 
silver, or platinum... .  Perkilog., 1 peseta. 


The duty on manufactured articles of glass (statuettes, a 
articles for toilet purposes and house decorations, &c.), h 
been increased to 2 pesetas per kilog., and on similar articles of 
porcelain, &c., also to 2 pesetas per kilog. 

In the class of metals, the only alterations of importance appear 
to be that wrought-iron tubes, of all kinds, including galvanised 
and those coated with sheet brass, are now dutiable at the rate of 
24 pesetas per kilog., and that new headings have been formed 
for nickel, cobalt, and aluminium in lumps, bars, sheets, and wire 
(duty 25 pesetas per 100 kilogs.). Manufactured articles of the 
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same metals pay 2 pesetas per kilog. Articles nickelled or coated 
with cobalt now pay 1:25 pesetas per kilog., and gilt or silvered 
wares 1°75 pesetas per kilog. 

In Class III. (chemicals, drugs, &c.) there are several altera- 
tions. Vegetable products not specially mentioned are now 
dutiable at the rate of 25 pesetas per 100 kilogs, if used ex- 
clusively in medicine, and at the rate of 15 pesetas if not so used. 
The duty on varnishes has been increased to 30 pesetas per 100 
kilogs., on starch to 25 pesetas, on mineral and vegetable wax to 
40 pesetas if in lumps and to 55 pesetas if manufactured; on 
perfumery the duty has also been raised to 2°50 pesetas per kilog. 

The following new headings appear amongst others in the group 
of chemicals :— 


Acetic and pyroligneous acid ... Per kilog. 0°50 peseta. 
Citric and tartaric acid, citrate of 

calcium, tartrate of potassium, &c. 0-40 
Phenic acid and naphthaline 0°60 
Carbide of calcium ... 0-30 
Chlorate and chromates of potash a and 

soda, &c. ... 
Sealing wax of all kinds ,, 


Sulphate of potash and ammonia, 
nitrate of soda, phosphate of cal- 
cium, Strassfurth salts and Thomas 
slag Per 100 kilogs.,0°10 

In the classes of cotton goods and hemp and flax "goods there 
do not appear to be any alterations of importance. 

The class of silk goods does not appear to include any changes, 
and in that of paper the only alteration appears to be the inser- 
tion of a new heading for paper lined with cloth, duty 0°50 
peseta per kilog. 

Two new headings appear in the class of animal products, viz., 
rabbit skins, duty 0-05 peseta per kilog., and animal charcoal and 
calcined bones, duty 5 pesetas per 100 kilogs. 

In Class XI. (instruments, machinery, &c.) several new headings 
have been inserted, viz. :— 

Typewriting machines and separate 


parts .. 5 pesetas per kilog. 
Phonographs, cylinders, and separate 

Incandescent: electric ‘lamps, “with or 

without mounting .,. . 0°20 peseta each. 


Voltaic arc lamps, electric "meters, 
switches, safety fuses, and other 


similar apparatus ... ... 2 pesetas per kilog. 
Telephone apparatus and ‘separate 
parts 150 ,, 


Instrumentsand apparatus for scientific 
and artistic purposes, not specially 
mentioned in the tariff, and parts 
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Balances, and other weighing machines, 
not being bdsculas, and parts 
thereof... ... 1 peseta per kilog. 
The group of Colonial produce appears, on comparison with 
the 1892 tariff, to have been entirely recast. The most important 
of the duties now leviable are :— 
Sugar and glucose... abe ... 85 pesetas per 100 kilogs. 
Cocoa in the bean, not roasted, and 
cocoa husks (except that coming 


from Fernando Po) wih 
Cocoa, roasted, ground and in paste, ‘ 

cocoa and butter id 
Coffee in the bean, not roasted (except 

that coming from Fernando Po) ... 140 _,, > 
Coffee, roasted, ground ; chicory, 

roasted or not, &c. 
Cinnamen and imitations thereof 
Pepper, cloves, other spices, and 

imitations thereof . 
Tea and imitations thereof and yerba 

maté 150 


Honey and molasses are now dutiable at the rate of 80 pesetas 
per 100 kilogs., if containing more than 50 per cent. of crystallisable 
sugar, and at the rate of 40 pesetas, if containing less than 50 per 
cent. 

To the class of miscellaneous goods, two new headings have been 
added, viz. :— 

Writing materials (objetos de escritorio), except those of gold or 
silver, not expressly mentioned elsewhere in the tariff, 1:50 pesetas 
per kilog. 

Lamps, sockets (mecheros), table lamps, candelabra and lustre 
lamps, and separate parts of the same, 2 pesetas per kilog. 


Tunisian Olive Oil in France. 
A Decree of the French Government, issued on the 29th November 
last, fixes at 10,000,000 litres the quantity of olive 
FRANCE-TUNIS. 411, and of oil of residuum of olives, produced in 


Tunis, which is to be admitted into France under special conditions 
from the 1st December, 1899, to the 30th November, 1900. 


Additional Tax levied on Postal Parcels. 
The National Swiss Council has just imposed a tax of 20 centimes 
on parcels entailing Customs inspection. The tax 
SWITZERLAND. ;. collected from the receiver at the time of delivery. 


This measure has been taken in virtue of Article 7 of. the 
Universal Postal Convention signed at Washington, 15th June, 
1897, which allows each country of destination to collect a sum 
not exceeding 25 centimes for Customs expenses. 
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Prohibition of Importation of Calcium Carbide. 
The Board of Trade have received notice through the Foreign Office 
to the effect that the importation of calcium carbide 
into Servia has been prohibited, on the ground that 
this preparation is utilised for the manufacture of gas, and that its 
sale is, consequently, an infringement of the Government’s 
petroleum monopoly. 


SERVIA. 


Customs Decisions. 


Boiler-plate boiler-plate shearings, to 
. specified dimensions, having a greater value than 
that of waste or refuse fit for other pur- 
poses besides remanufacture, are dutiable in accordance with the 
provisions of paragraph 135 of the Act of 24th July, 1897. 

Salt bonds.—Where the principal on a bond given on withdrawal 
of salt used in curing fish is also master of the vessel on which salt 
is so used, his affidavit and that of one other person employed on 
the vessel is sufficient for the cancellation of the bond. 

Plushes, flax, chief value—Plushes composed of flax and 
cotton, flax being the component of chief value, are dutiable at 
60 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 342, Tariff Act of 1897, 
as “pile fabrics of which flax is the component material of chief 
value,” and not under paragraph 315 (7b.), which provides for 
“plushes * * * and all pile fabrics, * * * composed of 
cotton or other vegetable fibre-—In re Stern (G. A. 4123) reversed. 

Russian sardines.—Certain small kegs of pickled Russian sardines 
have been held by the Courts to be dutiable as “herrings, pickled 
or salted ” (duty one-half of one cent per pound, under paragraph 
260, Act of 1897), as such fish belong to the genus known as 
herrings. 

Abandonment under section 23, Act of 10th June, 1890.—Barrels 
and boxes of oranges may be opened and repacked, and the good 
separated from the bad for the purposes of abandonment , under 
section 23, Act of 10th June, 1890, under Customs supervision. 
The damage ascertained by an examination of a limited portion of 
the cargo cannot be accepted by the Government as the average 
damage to the whole. 

Sealskin garments.—Prohibited sealskin garments are not to be 
destroyed before submission of the case to the Department.— 
Tourists arriving from abroad with sealskin garments may file an 
affidavit with the Collector and secure delivery of the garments.— 
Specific provisions of paragraph 697, Act of 24th July, 1897, are 
not repealed by general provisions of Sealing Act of December, 
1897.—No prohibited sealskin garment can be admitted by virtue 
of the provision for free entry of personal effects. 

Steel shavings, steel wool, and steel fibre.—The provision in para- 
graph 135, Tariff Act of 1897, for “steel in all forms and shapes 
not specially provided for” includes steel in all forms and shapes 
in which simply the form and not the character of the metal 
is changed, unless more specially provided for elsewhere in the 
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Act. Accordingly, it is held that so-called “steel wool,” “ steel 
fibre,” or “ steel shavings,” scraped off of steel-wire rods or steel 
bars by means of a toothed knife, and used for cleaning hard-wood 
floors, and as a substitute for sandpaper, are dutiable under said 
provision in’ paragraph 135, and not under paragraph 193, as 
manufactures of steel.—United States v. Binney (€2 Fed. Rep., 
992), affirming in re Binney (G. A. 8,159), cited and applied. 

Ladies’ hats of wool and fur.—Ladies’ hats of fur and wool, fur 
chief value, are dutiable under paragraph 432, Tariff Act of 1897, 
as ladies’ hats of fur, and not under paragraph 370. as wearing 
apparel composed wholly or in part of wool.—The proviso to 
paragraph 391 of the silk schedule governing the classification of 
manufactures of wool is not applicable because of the specific provi- 
sion for such merchandise under paragraph 432. 

Christmas-tree ornaments.—Hollow glass balls for Christmas-tree 
ornaments are dutiable as toys, and not as manufactures of glass.— 
No appeal from decision of the Board of United States General 
Appraisers. 


Assessment of Duties on Imported Goods subject to 
ad valorem Rates. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
notification of a decision by the United States 
Treasury Department, to the assessment of 
duty in the case of imported goods subject to ad valorem rates. 

In the case to which the decision referred to relates, a shipment 
of hides had been sent from Germany to Hull and thence to the 
United States. The invoice or entered value covered 522 green 
salted hides of 50,513 lbs. net weight, valued at 28 marks per 
100 Ibs., or 63 cents per lb., making a total valve of 8,352 dols. 
The weigher’s return showed 522 hides weighing 44,233 Ibs. net ; 
and it being found on appraisement that the foreign market 
value: of the merchandise in its then condition exceeded the 
invoice value by about 13 per cent., the dutiable value was 
advanced to 7} cents per lb. The Collector multiplied the 
quantity returned by the weigher by the increased unit of value, 
thus arriving at a total value of 3,317 dols., or 35 dols. less than 
the invoice or entered value. 

The Treasury Department approved the Collector's action, basing 
their decision upon the proper interpretation of Section 32 of the 
Act of the 24th July, 1897. This section provides that duty 
shall not be assessed in any case upon an amount less than the 
invoice or entered value, and that if the appraised value of 
imported merchandise subject to an ad valorem duty shall exceed 
the value declared in the entry, there shall be levied and paid an 
additional duty of 1 per cent. of the total appraised value for 
each 1 per cent. that such appraised value exceeds the value 
declared in the entry. It has, however, been decided that the 
provision of this section relates to the unit of value, when stated, 
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and not to the total value of an invoice or entry ; and it is also 
declared to be a well-settled principle that duty accrues only upon 
the quantity of merchandise actually imported, and not upon the 

_ quantity which appears from the invoice to have been shipped. 
As regards the question of additional duty, since in the invoice 
the shipment of hides was undervalued to the extent of about 13 
per cent., it was decided that the goods were liable to such duty, 
and that the Collector should be instructed to reliquidate the 
entry, assess the additional duty, and call upon the importer for 
the payment thereof. 


Shipper’s Declaration to Invoices. 
A shipper’s declaration executed before a chief Customs officer may 
be accepted in lieu of Consular certification for Ameri- 
can goods returned from Cuba, Porto Rico, and the 
Philippine Islands. 


UNITED STATES 
—CUBA. 


Tariff Modifications. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copies of Circulars issued by the United States War 
oe go Department, notifying certain amendments which 
have been made in the Customs Tariff of Cuba. 
The following paragraphs have been added to the Free List :— 
375. Modern school furniture of kinds or styles not manufactured 
in Cuba, which has been purchased by the properly constituted 
authorities of public or private educational institutions, in quanti- 
tities not exceeding the absolute requirements for the accommoda- 
tion of such schools; conclusive evidence being furnished to the 
‘Customs officers that such purchases were made prior to the 
importation of the articles entered, together with the certificate of 
the superintendent or principal of the school that the same is to 
be used exclusively for such institution. 
376. Lithographs, posters, calendars and folders, for advertising 
purposes only, having no commercial value and designed for free 
public distribution. 


With reference to a notice which appeared on p. 711 of the 
‘Board of Trade Journal” for June last, the Board 
of Trade have now received through the Foreign 
Office, copy of a circular issued by the War Depart- 
ment of the United States, rescinding ‘Tariff Circular No. 58, of 
the lst May, 1899, which temporarily permitted all vessels, 
whether foreign or American, to load and clear from Porto Rican 
ports for the United States. This present order is in force from 
the Ist inst. 


Ooms 


UNITED STATES 
PORTO RICO. 
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Tariff Modifications. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a Circular issued by the United States War | 
pp bora Department, notifying that, from the 5th inst., the 
import duties leviable on the undermentioned 
articles under the Customs Tariff of Porto Rico have been 
increased by 50 per cent. :— 


Tariff 


No. Article. Duty increased to 


Dols. cents. 
9a | Crystal and glass imitating crystal— 
(a) Articles, cut, engraved or gilt ... | 100 kilogs. 21 00 
10 Plate-glass and erystal— 


(a) Slate, paving, or roofing ... en 2 47% 
(0) For windows, &c., not polished, engraved, 
or annealed . 5 10 
(ec) For windows, ‘&e., set in lead and polished, 
or bevelled rate-glass 7 35 
(4) Articles, engraved or annealed ... ees 14 70 
11 Glass and crystal, tinned, silvered, or coated with 
other metals— 
(a) Common mirrors not exceeding 2 mm. in 
thickness .. 15 00 
(b) Mirrors, others, not. bevelled 22 50 
bevelled ... 27 00 


12 Glass and crystal in statuettes, ‘flower-stands, 
vases, and similar articles ; spectacle and watch 
glasses ; imitations of precious stones ; enamel kilog. 0 84 
21 Statuettes, flower-stands, vases, high and _bas- 
reliefs, articles for toilet purposes or house 
decoration, of fine clay, faience, stoneware, 
porcelain, or bisque i. 0 37% 
22 Gold and platinum in jewellery or goldsmith’s 
wares, with or without precious stones, or 
pearls ; jewellery or wares of silver, with pre- 
cious stones, pearls, and seed pearls, not set ... | hectog. net 11 25 
23 Gold or platinum wrought in other articles of all 


kinds... 4 20 
24 Silver in ingots, bars, plates, ‘sheets or powder ...| kilog. net 3 90 
25 Jewellery, or wares of silver, without precious 
stones or pearls... hectog. net 2 25 
26 Silversmith’s wares, other, “of all kinds, and 
platinum in ...| kilog. net 12 00 
27 Plate ... 3 60 
51 Firearms— 
(a) Barrels, unfinished, for portable arms ... ns 0 37% 


(0) Small arms, such as pistols and revolvers, 


and detached parts thereof Bs a 1 50 
(©) Sporting-guns, muzzle-loading, and parts 
thereof 0 90 
(ad) Sporting-guns, brecebr-loading, and d parts 
thereof 3 75 
199 Perfumery and essences s 0 15 


145 Tapestry tissues of hemp, flax, jute, &e., , for up- 
holstering furniture, and for curtains, mixed or 
not with cotton, figured or damasked, if man- 
ufactured with yarns, dyed prior to being 
woven ; table covers and sidtinaeed of the 
same kind... ad val. 223 
146 Trimmings of hemp, jute, Tinen, ramie, &e. ; 


| 
| 
| 
| 


(%) With mountings of horn, bone, metal, or 
composition 

(c) With mountings of tortoise-hell, iv ory, Ke. 
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— Article. Duty increased to 
Woollen tissues— 
150 wanskin of wool, pure or mixed ad val 873 °/, 
151 aizes of wool, pure or mixed FE 374 °/ 
152 Flannels, white or coloured, for " under- 
clothing— 
(a) Of pure wool ... s 37} °/, 
(6) Of mixed wool.. 373°, 
153 Blankets or counterpanes of wool, pure or 
mixed with other materials ; gray blankets 
(“pardas’’), and others 373 
154 Astrakhans, plushes and velvets of wool, pure 
or mixed 374°! 
155 Cloths and other tissues not “specially men- 
156 tioned, of wool, hair or flock wool, —_ or 
157 mixed, of any weight... 873%, 
158 Tissues of bristle or horsehair, mixed. or not 
with vegetable fibres .. 37} 
159 Knitted stuffs, even with needlework 373 ° 
160 Carpets of wool, pure or mixed, with uncut 
orcut pile... 373°, 
161 Tissues called tapestry, of wool, pure or mixed 
with vegetable fibres, for curtains and up- 
holstery, weighing more than 350 grammes 
per sq. metre; table covers and counter- 
panes of the same kind 872 
162 Felts of wool, pure and mixed... rs : 373 °/, 
163 Trimmings of wool ; ribbons and galloons 374°, 
164 Silk and floss silk, spun or twisted in skeins_... i 373%, 
165 Silk on reels, including the — of the reels .. ’ 374 °/ 
166 Tissues of unbleached silk . a 373 ° 
167, 168, | Tissues of silk or floss silk, pure, or mixed with 
169, 170 | other materials, plain or figured, black or 
coloured... 372°, 
171 Knitted stuffs of boiled silk, “of unbleached silk ; 
or of floss silk, made up in any article ; of pure 
silk or of silk mixed with other materials ¥ 374°, 
172 Tulles of silk or floss silk, pure or eran plain 
or figured... 37} °/ 
173 Lace tulles, of silk or floss. silk, ‘pure or mixed 
with vegetable fibres, plain or figured .. #6 " 374 °/ 
174 Trimmings of silk x 373 ° 
216 Hides and skins, varnished, satiny, “grained, 
dulled, and hides and skins with figures, en- Dols. cts. 
gravings or embossed So kilog. 0 45 
217 Chamois leather or parchment of all kinds, and 
gilt or bronzed hides and skins ... of 0 60 
228 Feathers for ornament, natural or manufactured. kilog., net 3 00 
229 Feathers, other, and feather dusters 3 . 0 60 
232 Pianos, grand or other ass ad val. 373°, 
233 Harmoniums and organs... 373 
234, 235 | Harps, violins, violoncellos, &c., and other musical 
instruments.. 373°), 
236 Watches, of gold, silver and other metals ; also 
chronometers 374 ° 
237 Clocks, with weights, and alarm clocks aN 4 374% 
238 Works. for wall or table ne finished, with or 
without cases 373°", 
250 Velocipedes i 16°), 
252 Coaches and berlins, ‘hew, ‘used or " repaired ; all 
kinds, including omnibuses and diligences 60°, 
317 Fans :— 
(a) With mountings of bamboo, reeds, or other Dols. cts. 


kilog. 0 223 


kilog., net 90 
‘“ 1 20 
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ft Article. | Duty increased to 
Dols. cents. 
518 Trinkets and ornaments, except of gold and silver | kilog., net 1 123° 
319 Amber, jet. tortoise-shell, coral, ivory and mother- 
of-pearl— 
(a) Unwrought .. . 1 50 
Wrought... 2 70 
320 Horn, whalebone, celluloid, meerschaum, bone 
and imitations thereof— 
(a) Unwrought .. oh 0 90 
(6) Wrought... ” 1 80 
321 Walking-sticks and sticks for ‘umbrellas and 
parasols... ... | hundred 7 50 
322 Buttons of all kinds, ‘other ‘than gold or silver ... kilog., net 0 30 
323 Hair, human, manufactured into any articles * 7 50 
324 Cartridges, with or without bullets, for unpro- 
hibited firearms, also primers and caps. for such 
arms ... | 100 kilogs. 45 00 
325 Tarpaulins, coated with sand, for ‘vans ; felt or 
tow, tarred or coated with pitch . ies ” 0 42 
326 Oileloths— 
(a) For floors and 4 50 
(b) Other kilog. 0 09 
325 Cases— 
(a) Of fine wood or leather, lined with silk... | kilog., net. 1 123 
(4) Of common wood, cardboard, &e. ‘ ” 0 30 
328 Artificial flowers, buds, leaves, and seeds = 1 50 
329 Matches of wax, wood, &c., (including the im- 
mediate packages) ee 0 30 
Caoutchoue and guttapercha, manufactured, not 
specified kilog 0 O74 
331 Games and toys, other than ‘those of tortoise-shell, 
ivory, mother-of-pearl, gold, or silver ” 0 15 
332 Umbrellas and parasols— 
(a) Covered with silk ... abs ree eo. | each 0 60 
(4) Other... abs ” 0 30 
334 Hats of straw or“ guano’ ’ bast, straw of Curacoa, Dols. cts. 
ee doz. 3 00 
335 Hats of “ yarey,’  leghorn, or Indian straw, rice 
straw, or esparto, and their imitations ... te ” 4 50 
336 Hats known as “ jipijapa,” having— 
(a) Up to 4 straws, inclusive ... ove ” 6 75 
(6) From 4 to 6 12 00 
(ce) More than 6 straws... 45 00 
337 Hats of woollen felts— 
(a) Shaped or not, but without ribbons, 
borders, or lining ; also eciraes for the 
manufacture of such hats 0 60 
Finished, with ribbons, &c. 1 2 
338 Hats of felt of hair carded or not, and those of 
silk, velvet, cloth, cashmere, satin or — 
(a) Shaped or not, but without ribbons, &e... ” 1 124 
(4) Finished, with ribbons, &c. s 1 50 
339 Hats for ladies and children, with whatever kind 
of trimmings or accessories soo ose eee each 0 60 
340 | Caps of all kinds... doz. 0 60 
341 Waterproof and caoutchoue stuffs— 
(a) On cotton tissue... kilog 0 37} 
(4) On woollen or silk tissue ... asp ” 0 
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Copies of circulars, issued by the United States War Department, 
have been received at the Board of Trade through 
pe ag the Foreign Office, notifying that the following 
paragraphs have been added to the free list in the 
Customs Tariff of Porto Rico. 

376. Fresh beef. 

377. Mutton. 

378. Modern school furniture, of kinds or styles not manufac- 
tured in Porto Rico, which has been purchased by the properly 
constituted authorities of public or private educational institutions, 
in quantities not exceeding the absolute requirements for the 
accorhmodation of such schools ; conclusive evidence being furnished 
to the Customs officers that such purchases were made prior to the 
importation of the articles entered, together with the certificate of 
the superintendent or principal of the school that the same is to 
be used exclusively for such institution. 

379. Lithographs, posters, calendars and folders, for advertising 


purposes only, having no commercial value and designs for free 
public distribution. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign ‘Office 
UNITED states 2Otice of certain amendments, which have been 
—PHILIPPINE made in the Customs Tariff of the Philippine 


ISLANDS. Islands, paragraph 178 of which has been amended 
so as to read as follows :— 


Article. Duty. 
Pesos. 
178 Books, bound or unbound, and other printed matter in 
Spanish Kilog. 0:10 
Books, bound or unbound, and other et printed m matter in other 
Engravings, maps, and drawings .. a as 0:25 
Prints, maps, charts, &c., drawings, photographs, engravings, 
and pictures ; lithographs, chromolithographs, oleographs, 
&c., printed from stone, zinc, aluminium, or other material, 
used as labels, flaps, bands and wrappers for tobacco or 
other purposes : 
(a) Of one to three printings, inclusive, including articles Dollars. 


solely printed in bronze (bronze printing to be counted 

as three printings), but not including any article printed 

in whole or in part in metal leaf a 0:05 
Of four to seven printings, inclusive (bronze rinting 

to be counted as three printings), but not ones B 


ing any 
article printed in whole or in part in metal leaf me ar 0°20 
(c) Of eight to thrteen printings, inclusive (bronze 
printing to be counted as three printings), but not in- 
ee aaah any article printed in whole or in part in metal ‘ 


(d) Of more than thirteen printings ‘(bronze printing to 
be counted as three printings), including all articles 
printed in whole or in part in metal leaf ry - 0°80 
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This order shall take effect and be in force on and after the Ist 
February, 1900. 
The following paragraph has been added to the Free List :— 
320a. Lithographs, posters, calendars and folders for adver- 
tising purposes only, having no commercial value, and 
designed for free public distribution. 


Customs Fines in Brazilian Ports. 
Warning to Shippers. 


In order to insure the proper execution of certain Articles of the 

Brazilian Customs Regulations concerning the im- 
position of fines, British shippers and captains are 
warned that appeals against fines levied in Brazilian ports must 
be presented through the Customs Inspector within one month from 
the date of the notification of the imposition of the fine complained 
of, and that, according to Article 663 of the Regulations, receipts 
can be demanded from the Inspector specifying the date of pre- 
sentation of appeals. 

In case of complaints being made to Her Majesty’s Legation at 
Rio de Janeiro against fines imposed, the interested parties must 
afford proof that the proper appeal, presented through the Custom 
House Inspector, has been lodged within the prescribed term of 
one month. 

The various fines imposed under the Brazilian Customs 
Regulations will all be doubled from the Ist January, 1900. 


Fines for Incorrect Declarations. 

The French “Journal Officiel ” has published a notice ordering that, 
in the colony of Senegal and its dependencies, when 
merchandise passing through the Custom House 

exceeds by more than 5 per cent. the weight, number, or measure 

declared, the excess will be subject to the payment of quadruple 
duty. 

The Minister for the Colonies shows, in a preliminary report, 
that the Customs laws of Senegal have hitherto neither taken 
notice of nor punished false declarations regarding the value or 
quantity of dutiable merchandise. Room was thus given for 
infringements, which became graver and more frequent with the 
commercial development of the colony. 


Duty on Sudanese Produce in Erythrea. 
According to a Royal Decree pubiished in the Gazzetta Ufficiale of 
15th November last, a duty not to exceed 5 per cent. 


ERYTHREA. 14 valorem is imposed on all produce imported into 
Erythrea from the Soudan. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT NOTES. 


COLONIAL. 
Railway Extension. 


The “ British Australasian” reports that owing to the enormous 
growth of traffic on the eastern goldfields the 
austtatia, Government have found it necessary to make pro- 
vision for extensive improvements to the railway 
service. It is proposed to expend 15,0001. on the Kalgoorlie 
station in providing for additional facilities, and this work will be 
put in ‘hand immediately. Another work of importance, which. 
will be started with as little delay as possible, is the duplication 
of the railway line from Kalgoorlie to Boulder. The question of a 
loopline to pass at the back of the Brown Hill Mine is also 
receiving consideration. The Government are devoting attention 
to the duplication of the railway line between Coolgardie and 
Kalgoorlie. 


FOREIGN. 
New Railroads in Russia. 

The United States Vice-Consul at Chemnitz reports that the 
Russian Government has sent engineers to the left 
bank of the Ural River to survey the country lying 
between Orenburg and Taschkent. The intention is to build a 
railroad to connect these two cities. This line will cross Turke- 
stan. Another line is to run from Alexandrowo through the 
Transcaspian country along the left bank of the Amoor as far as 
Tschardschin. These railroads will, it is expected, do much to 
develop the cotton-producing countries through which they will 
pass, i.e, Turkistan, Bokhara and Khiva. 


RUSSIA. 


Proposed New Railway in Sweden. 

A despatch dated 22nd December last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Stockholm, 
enclosing memorandum on the construction of a 
railway with rolling stock, &c., between Elfsjé and Dalaré near 
Stockholm. In length the proposed line will be 37 kilometres, 
and for the estimated cost of the construction of the line and 
rolling-stock, a capital’ of 3,500,000 kroner (194,4441.) is considered 
sufficient. Five per cent. bonds for about half this amount would 
be issued, and the other half divided into preference and ordinary 
shares (“‘ Stamaktier ”). 

It is proposed that the construction of the line and’ the raising 
of the money for the bonds and the preference shares should, if 
possible, be placed in the hands of foreign capitalists, and the 
money for the ordinary shares (‘‘ Stamaktier”) raised in Sweden. 


SWEDEN. 


B 
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If this line were built, the Swedish capital would be connected 
vid Elfsj6 with Dalaré, a watering-place east of Stockholm. 
Elfsj6 is a station on the Main or State Railway, and it is 
calculated that both lines will work together. 

The regular population of Dalaré is comparatively large, the 
situation of the place is a most charming one, near the open sea, 
and it has long been considered one of the favourite watering- 
places in the neighbourhood of Stockholm. 

It possesses a post and telegraph office and a Custom House of 
its own. Its harbour is well sheltered, with deep water. The 
ground along the line between Elfsjé and Dalaré is, from a business 
point of view, particularly suitable for the erection of houses or 
even villages. 


Proposed Railway in Montenegro. 
The * Révue d’Orient” states that according to information received 
from Ragusa, the Montenegrin Government is nego- 
tiating Sith a Belgian a Hungarian syndicate 
for the construction of a railway from the port of Antivari on the 
Adriatic, to Cettinge and Podgoritsa via Virbazar. ‘The foreign 
trade of Montenegro would thus be diverted from the Austrian 
ports of Cattaro and Risano, through which it at present passes, 
to the port of Antivari. 
The “ Révue d’Orient” calls attention to a similar project in which 
a group of German financiers was interested some years ago, but 
which fell through because, it is said, the preliminary investiga- 
tions showed that the enterprise would not be remunerative. A 
similar plan was, however, shortly afterwards submitted to a 
syndicate of Russian engineers and financiers. 


New Electric Railway. 

The New York “ Journal of Commerce” states that a new Mexican 
electric railway system is proposed which will connect 
MEXICO. the States of Tabasco, Yucatan, Chiapas and Campeche 
with the railway system of Central Mexico. It is to be called the 
“ Southern National and International,” and will ultimately be 409 
miles long ; the estimated cost is given at 2,800,000/. Of this sum 
the Federal Government will give 1,200,0001. and the States of 
Campeche “and Tabasco are to be asked for subsidies. Including 

the Federal grant, 2,000,000/. has been subscribed in all. 


The Railway and Port of the Ivory Coast. 

The investigation made by Captain Houdaille for the purpose of 
giving the French Ivory Coast the economic facilities 

ere necessary for its prosperity have been approved by the 
Technical Committee for Public Works of the French Ministry for 
the Colonies. The railway and its terminal port are decided upon. 
The “ Journal des Transports” states that the work of the railroad 
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will not be undertaken for two years, and will commence at 
Alefé, on account of facilities offered by the River Comoé for 
transporting material. 

In the meantime, an inland port will be established in the Bay 
of Abidjean, which opens out into the lagoon of Grand Bassam, 
midway between that point and Jacqueville, and forms an inlet 
of about two kilometres, surrounded by hills about a hundred feet 
in height. 

The administrative establishment of the chief town of the Ivory 
Coast will be centred there, being a healthier place than Grand 
Bassam, which will cease to be the capital of the colony, remaining 
simply a trading centre. 

A party of engineers were to leave France in December, charged 
with the construction of a canal in the lagoon, deep enough to 
take ships of 3,000 tons as far as a point called the ‘ Bottomless 
Pit” (Trou sans fond), where the port will be established. 

The wharf of Grand Bassam, which is nearly completed, will 
facilitate the landing of material, and, consequently, the carrying 
out of those works which are to be shortly commenced. 


Railways in Corea. 

The “Japan Weekly Mail” states that the railway between Séul and 
inte Chemulpo is now working satisfactorily. Twenty- 
* one miles is the distance run by the trains, and there 
are four communications daily, two in the forenoon and two in the 
afternoon. As yet the operation of bridging the Han River 
remains uncompleted. The river is 1,400 feet wide and has a depth 
of 16 feet at high tide. Thus the length of the bridge will be 
some 2,000 feet, and it will have a height of 53 feet above the 
deepest part of the river’s bed. It is claimed by the Japanese 
engineers that the structure originally designed by the American 
projectors was of too frail a description, and that its alteration has 
involved delay. The expectation was that the Koreans and the 
Chinese would prefer to travel as cheaply as possible, and that third- 
class carriages would be chiefly in vogue. But experience has not 
borne out that theory. Both peoples seem to have aristocratic 
ideas in the matter of journeying, and it has been found necessary 
to provide a number of first and second class cars. The daily 
earnings of the line at present are said to be about 15s. per mile, 
gross. It is evident that there must be a great improvement in 
the receipts before a good dividend can be paid, for if this state- 

ment of the gross earnings be correct, they do not amount to 4 per 
cent. of the capital invested. pas 
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TRADE NOTES. 
(Arranged according to Industries.) 
MINING AND MACHINERY. 


Imports OF'Pic-[RON AND UNWROUGHT STEEL INTO THE 
UNITED KINGDOM FROM THE UNITED STATES. 


According to a return received by the Board of Trade from 
the Secretary of H.M. Customs, the amount of pig-iron and 
unwrought steel registered as imported into the United Kingdom 
from the.United States of America during the months of January- 
December, 1899, was as follows :-— 


| Pig Iron. Unwrought Steel. 


Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.| Value. 


1899. . | Tons. £ Tons. £ 


January | «84,886 | 12,084 | 58,297 
February... :18,528 | 31,708 5,206 | 24,899 
5,992 | 31,048 
April. ... 6,969 -| 17,368 | 10,060 | 44,380 
9,580 | 50,304 
4,967 | 29,342 
eptember ... 4,909 | «14,298 1,342 7,369 
November ... ... «. | 8,760 | 12,464 1,922 | 10,383 


Twelve months ended Dec. 31st, 1899; 80,988 219,715 59,375 288,706 


Twelve months ended Dec. 31st, 1898| 76,356 | 180,614 29,374 | 158,689 


Twelve months ended Dec. 31st, 1867 91,196 | 209,275 25,927 | 128,892 


Output of Gold in 1899. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Offices of the Agent- 
General for Victoria a statement showing that the 
gold yield of Victoria for the year 1899 amounted 
to 854,500 ozs., being an increase of 17,242 ozs. as compared with 
the vield for 1898. 


VICTORIA. 


Growth of the Russian Iron and Coal Industry. 
The “ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” publishes some statistics 
comparing the coal and iron production of Russia in 
1898 with the production in 1874. In 1874 the pro- 
duction of pig-iron in Southern Russia was 496,000 pouds ; in 1898 


RUSSIA. 
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it amounted to 61,347,000 pouds (poud = 36 lbs. avoirdupois). 
The quantity of coal raised in 1874 was 34,789,000 pouds; in 
1898 it was 462,000,000 pouds. The production of iron ore did 
not reach 1,000,000 pouds in 1874; in 1898 it amounted to 
129,958,000 pouds. The number of workmen employed in the 
iron and coal industry in 1874 was 21,800 ; in 1898 there were 
more than 90,000. 


_ Mica Deposits in Sao Paulo. 


According to a report of the German Consul at Sao Paulo published 
in the “ Reichs-Anzeiger,” mica of apparently good 
quality has been found in a quarry near the source 
of the Juqud, a tributary of the Ribeira, which flows into the 
sea near the port of Iguapé. The quarry is about two days’ 
journey from both Santos and Sao Paulo, and the river Juqua, 
which is navigable by canoes throughout the greater part of its 
length, connects it with the port of Iguape. A parcel of this 
mica was shipped to the United States as an experiment, but in 
consequence of the high Customs duty on mica in the United 
States the venture did not prove remunerative. A specimen 
has been examined by experts, and is said to be adapted for use in 
the electrical industry as an insulator. 

There are also deposits of mica near Sao Bernardo, not far from 
Sao Paulo, and good mica sheets have been found, too, in Sao Paulo 
de Muriahé in the State of Minas Geraes. Some years ago sheets 
of mica about 40 centimetres square were obtained in 'Tahiras, 
in Goyaz, and exported, but the undertaking was not found to be 
a paying one and was given up. 


BRAZIL, 


Chinese Pig-iron in Japan. 

The “Journal of Commerce” states that China has already 
become a competitor in the supply of pig-iron in 

CHINA. the Far East. Information from Hong Kong states 
that the Japanese have been persuaded to make purchases of 
Chinese pig-iron. A trial order for 1,000 tons was placed 
with the Hanyang Ironworks, in China, not long ago. It 
was subjected on its arrival to all the necessary tests and it was 
regarded as quite good enough for ordinary uses. There is said to 
be a very great difference in price in its favour in regard to other 
foreign iron. A second order of 2,000 tons was therefore placed 
with the Hanyang works and regular business connections have 
now been established. In one Japanese village, Kawaguchi, near 
Tokio, 12,000 tons of pig-iron are annually required. The con- 
sumption of the whole country, including the Government works, 
is estimated at 48,000 tons. The small users of iron in the villages, 
who turn out various articles of hardware for sale in large towns, 
have had to pay very high prices for their pig-iron, owing to the 
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profits of certain middlemen, whose influence, .it. is said, is now to 
be broken, through the import of cheap iron from China. The de- 
mand upon the Japanese iron industries, small and primitive as 
they are, is now quite great, because of the generally prosperous 
condition of the silk trade, which requires a considerable supply of 
hardware of native manufacture. 


YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


The Silk Industry in Turkey. 


Particulars have been recently published of the silk industry in 
Turkey during the years 1898 and 1899. ‘The fol- 


oan lowing table shows the quantity of eggs produced 
‘in the two principal districts of Broussa and 
Ismid :- — 
1898. 1899. 
Districts. 
Native. | Foreign. Native. Foreign. 
ozs. ozs." ozs. 
Broussa 91,221 | 3,987 107,021 321 
Ismid | 32,080 4,860 47,051 1,648 
Total 123,301 8,847 154,072 1,969 
| 


In 1899, 42,400 ozs. were exported to other Turkish provinces 
and 402,412 ozs. to foreign countries, as against 14,933 ozs. and 
183,581 ozs. respectively in 1898. 

The following table shows the details of the exportation to 
foreign countries :— 


Country of destination. 1898, 1899. 
ozs. 

Russia and Persia... : 182,081 399,490 
France _... 124 100 
Greece 1,093 1,757 
Bulgaria ... 222 595 
Crete 470 
Austria 110 
Cyprus 23 

Total 183,521 402,412 


From the above tables it would appear that the home production 
has increased 25 per cent., while foreign produce shows a decrease 
of 75 per cent. There could be no better evidence of the growth 
of the industry in Turkey. The export to foreign countries shows 


also the remarkable increase of 120 per cent., Russia and Persia 
being the principal countries of destination. 
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AGRICULTURE. 


Corn Prices. 

A table is published at p. 123, which gives particulars of the 
quantities of British corn returned as sold in 
ean England and Wales during the week ended 6th 
" January, 1900, together with statements as to the 
average prices at which wheat, barley, and oats were sold. It 
appears from this table, which is compiled by the Board of Agri- 
culture from returns furnished by Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise, that the average price of wheat in the week in question 

was 25s. 9d.; of barley, 25s. 7d.; and of outs, 16s. 2d. 


Cotton Returns. 

On p. 126 is published a return of the number of bales of cotton 
imported into and exported from the United King- 
dom during December, 1899, and the whole year 
1899; figures are also given as to the number of 
bales forwarded from ports to inland towns and vice versa. The 
number of bales of cotton imported in 1899 was 3,324,620, as 
compared with 4,402,265, in 1898, and the number re-exported 
was 547,555 in 1899, and 410,568 in 1898. 


UNITED 
KINGDOM. 


Export of Live Animals from Ireland to Great Britain. 
A table is published at p. 128, giving statistics compiled from 
weekly returns in the ‘“ Dublin Gazette,” of the 
number of animals exported from Ireland to Great 
Britain during the month of December last, and 
during the year 1899; similar figures for 1898 are inserted in 
each case for the purposes of comparison. 


UNITED. 
KINGDOM. 


Production of Butter in the North-west Territory. 

The “ Canadian Gazette” reports that the output of the twenty 
creameries in the North-west territories controlled by the 
Dominion Department of Agriculture for the season just closed 
amounted to over 500,000 Ibs. of butter of the value of 105,383 
dols. During 1897 there were sixteen creameries in operation, 
producing 473,903 lbs. of the value of 95,264 dols. In 1898 
nineteen creameries operated, yielding 484,984 lbs. of the value of 
93,740 dols. Twenty creameries in operation in 1899 produced 
501,824 lbs. of butter of a value of 105,383 dols. 


Consumption of Tobacco. 
The ‘Canadian Manufacturer” reports that, according to the 
advance returns, the tobacco, cigar, and cigarette 


CANADA. ‘trade of the Dominion for the fiscal year ending in 


June last shows a large increase in the production of each class. 
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The consumption of cigars reached in the twelve months a total of 
128,909,992, an increase over the preceding year of 15,816,127. 
Of the total given, 112,353,055 are entered as foreign leaf, 
1,021,650 as Canadian leaf, and 654,845 as combination. 

Under the heading of foreign leaf tobacco, the returns show a 

total of 7,105,786 lbs., against 6,648,333 lbs. for the preceding 
year. 
" The consumption of foreign leaf cigarettes amounted to 
100,750,828 against 79,666,317 in the previous year. The foreign 
raw leaf paid a tax of 1,067,656 dollars, against 851,786 the year 
before. ‘This represents, of course, only the Inland Revenue duty, 
and does not include that paid to the Customs. 


Wheas Crop of Victoria. 


The “ Melbourne Argus,” publishes a forecast of the wheat harvest 
“niin, of Victoria, in which it says that the average yield 
is 9°37 bushels per acre, and that the exportable 
surplus is expected to reach 15,000,000 bushels. 
In 1898 the production of wheat per acre in Victoria was 6°38 
bushels ; in 1897, 4°49 bushels; in 1896, 4°01 bushels ; in 1895, 
8°39 bushels, and in 1894, 10°38 bushels. 


The Export of Eggs from Russia. 


The export of eggs from Russia assumes each year more import- 
ance, says the “ Torgovo-Promuishlenaya Gazeta.” 
It has reached the figure of 1,800 millions of a 
value of 31 millions of roubles. In the list of exports eggs now 
take the fourth place, ranking after grain, flax and wood, but it is 
to be noted that the exportation is subject to far less fluctuation 
than most other articles. The eggs usually come from South 
Russia and the Volga Basin, and about 1,500 millions are shipped 
from St. Petersburg, Reval, Riga and Libau, or exported by rail 
via Wierzbolovo, Alexandrov or Sosnowice. The remaining 300 
millions are exported from the points on the frontier lying nearest 
to the place of production. On account of the great importance of 
the egg trade, the free importation of packing-cases for the export 
of eggs has now been permitted under provisions similar to those 
regulating the free importation of sacks for grain export. This 
concession has, it is stated, been granted chiefly in the interests of 
small traders who export their goods from frontier towns not on 
the railway lines, and will last for five years. 


RUSSIA. 


£ericulture in France. 


“Tye Moniteur des Soies” gives the following particulars of the 
Silk Industry in France for the five years 1895-99 :-- 
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Yield of Eqqs. 


_ 1895. 1896. | 1897, 1898, 1899. 
| Oz8. OZs. | ozs. OZS. OZS. 
French 208,855 212,224 190,834 176,988 | 175,434 
Japanese... | 6,948 6,025 5,100 5,671 | 4,988 
Other kinds... 1,624 3,484 2,949 2,321 | 2,523 
Total ...) 212,427 221,743 198,883 184,980 | 182,945 
| 
Yield of Silk. 
(Weight of Cocoons.) 
—_— - | 1895. | 1896. 1897. 1893. 189°). 
| kil. | kil. kil. kil. kil. 
French 8,968,422 | 8,958,155 7,464,647 6,603,688 6,734,515 
Japanese... 269,914 232,202 188,623 202,831 164,559 | 
Other kinds... 62,391 | 128,408 97,862 86,514 94,265 
Total ve 9,300,727 | 9,318,765 | 7,750,132 | 6,893,083 | 6,993,339 


The Italian Olive Crop of 1899. 

The “ Reichs-Anzeiger” states that the olive crop of 1899 was 
extremely poor, especially in the south of Italy and 
Sicily. In the provinces of Calabria, Catanzaro, 
Cosenza and Reggio Calabria, the harvest was almost a total 
failure. In Apulia the crop was so small that the oil-mills had 
not begun work in the middle of December. ‘The loss in the 
provinces of Bari and Lecce is estimated at 60,000,000 lire. 

The failure of the crop, which has caused great distress, especially 
in Calabria, is generally attributed to the ravages of the olive fly 
(Dacus ole), the extraordinary dryness of the summer and autumn 
having caused an unexampled increase in the numbers of this pest. 
-In many districts, however, the olives which fell from the trees 
when attacked by this insect in the maggot state can be partly used 
and will yield a small quantity of oil of poor quality, as owing to 
the heat they dried rapidly and did not rot. The province of Bari 
has offered a premium of 50,000 lire, and the Italian Government 
an additional 10,000 lire, for an effectual method of ridding the 
country of the Dacus pest. 

The price of olive oil in Italy was stated to be very high, and in 
the middle of December olive oil of ordinary quality in the province 
of Porto Maurizio fetched 110 to 115 lire per 100 kilos., whilst for 
the best qualities 175 to 185 lire were obtained. Considerable 
quantities of olive oil are, it is said, being imported into southern 
Italy from Spain and Tunis. 


ITALY. 
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Rose Cultivation for Perfumery in Turkey. 

According to the “ Révue d’Orient,” the Turkish Minister of Agri- 
culture in order to encourage the development of 
rose-cultivation and the production of attar of roses 
has recently distributed gratuitously 100,000 rose 
trees in the provinces of Diarbekir, Damascus, Trebizond, Adana, 
Castambol, Andrinople, Smyrna, Broussa, Koniah and Angora, 
as well as in the environs of Constantinople and the Dardanelles. 
Written instructions as to the planting and cultivation of the rose 
trees were also furnished to agriculturists. 

It is also proposed to facilitate the acquisition by persons engaging 
in the attar of roses industry of the necessary apparatus (stills, &c.) 
of the latest kinds, as these are greatly needed in Turkey, and it is 
said that the Minster of Agriculture will make the necessary pro- 
visions for the purchase and sale on credit or hire of stills to persons 
needing them. These stills cost about 25 to 30 Turkish pounds 
each. 


OTTOMAN 
EMPIRE. 


Sugar Industry in Java. 

The “Straits Budget” reports that the sugar planters near 
Sourabaya harvested large yields in 1899, which was a very good 
year for them in every way. The average per bouw (1.75 acre) on 
some estates varied from 170 to 130 piculs. Hopeful of the near 
future, planters have been laying wider stretches of land under 
cane for this year. One large estate has more than doubled the 
area under crop, and proposes to work with four mills in 1900. 


Wheat Crops in 1899. 

The Statistician of the Department of Agriculture reports the wheat. 

crop of the United States for 1899 at 547,300,000 
UNITED STATES. bushels, or 12°3 bushels per acre. ‘The production 
of winter wheat is placed at 291,700,000 bushels, and that of 
spring wheat at 255,600,000. Every important wheat growing 
State has been visited by special agents of the Department, and 
the changes in acreage are the result of their investigations. 

The newly scheduled area of winter wheat is estimated at 
30,150,000 acres, which is about 200,000 acres greater than that 
sown in the fall of 1898. The sowing of wheat is still going on in 
California and some of the Southern States, and the foregoing 
estimate is subject to correction. The average of condition is 97:1. 

The acreage sown with winter rye is estimated at °7 per cent. 
less than that of last year. The average of condition is 98-2 
per cent. 


The Fruit Harvest of California. 
California is reported to have produced 5,250,000 lbs. of figs in 
1899, against 4,780,000 Ibs. in 1898 and 3,250,000 


The pack of dried peaches on the Coast as estimated by the 
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“San Francisco Trade Journal” was 28,300,000 Ibs., against 
10,960,000 Ibs. in 1898, and 27,150,000 Ibs. in 1897. ‘The apricot 
crop of 1899 is placed at 7,000,000 lbs., compared with 8,240,000 
Ibs. in 1898 and 30,125,000 Ibs. in 1897. 


. Brazilian Coffee Crop 1900-1901. 


The ‘“ Brazilian Review” states that the valuing committee has 


presented its report to the effect that the coffee plan- 
tations situated in the low and hot districts suffered 
severely in 1899, from the prolonged drought im consequence of 
which the trees were much weakened and lost their leaves, the 
flowering in consequence being poor and tardy. In the higher and 
cooler districts the trees stood the drought better. 

The committee, taking these circumstances into consideration, 
estimates the coming crop of 1900-1901 at 2,500,000 bags, barring 
any accidents that may occur between now and the date of shipment. 
This report is signed by the following well-known firms :—Joaquim 
de Mello Franco ; Cesar Duque Estrada and Co. ; Quartim Silveira 
and Co.; Miranda Jordao and Co. ; Guimaraes Gongalvez and Co. ; 


and Araujo Maia and Co. 


BRAZIL. 


Cultivation of Cocoa in Paraguay. 


An American Consular Report states that cocoa is one of the 
most prolific products of Paraguay, growing every- 
where without cultivation. The kernels are placed 
in a machine, and oil is pressed out. From this oil all the soap of 
Paraguay is made. It is perfectly white and floats on the water. 

Very little cocoa has been exported. In 1897, the matter was 
taken up by the Banca Agricola, and 2,000 sacks of a weight 
of 97 tons were sold in Liverpool, bringing a price of 1,094/. 16s. 1d. 
Deducting expenses, the bank realised net 9381. 17s. 9d. 

Paraguayan cocoa seems to bring the best price. The Para- 
guayan product, although little known, brought 11/. 5s. to 
117. 10s. and was pronounced the richest. Naples has also offered 
high prices for Paraguayan cocoa, desiring 10,000 tons annually, 
at a price of about 111. 

In Paraguay the kernels cost from 16s. to 11. an arroba (about 
2s. to 5s. 103d. per 25 pounds). 

For gathering the nuts, from 14d. to 2d. per arroba is paid. 

Cows frequently eat the pulp from the nuts, leaving the hull in- 
closing the kerne! clean and smooth. A cow, it is said, cleans from 
40 to 50 balls a night. 

What is most needed is a machine which can remove the pulp 
and break the hulls without cracking the kernel. A number of 
machines have been invented for this purpose, but as yet none has 
given satisfactory results. The Agricultural Bank has tried a 
French apparatus, but the cost is too great to enable it to be 


PARAGUAY. 
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generally adopted. In one part of. the apparatus the pulp is 
removed from the cocoanut and this is then passed to another part, 
where there are three cylinders—one with grooves to hold the 
cleaned hull, another with longitudinal knife-like projections, and 
the third with transverse projections. 


Trade in Rubber and Ground Nuts. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
of a report by H.M. Consul at Mozambique, on the 
export of rubber and ground nuts from the northern 
ports of Portuguese East Africa. 

The following table shows the quantities and values of such 
trade for the years 1897 and 1898 :— 


PORTUGUESE 
EAST AFRICA. 


| 
| 1897. | 1898. 
Ports. | 
| Quantity. Value. \ Quantity.| Value. 
RUBBER : | Tons. | £ Tons. £ 
Mozambique 161 57,155 150 53,250 
Quilimane ... 15 5,325 132 46,60 
ii 70 24,850 100 35,500 
Total, rubber... 467 | 165,785 
GROUND NUvTs : | 
Mozambique 2,065 | 27,877 5,190 70,065 
Quilimane ... 2,470 | 988,846 6,397 86,359 
Chinde*.... ...| 2,000 | 27,000 4.500 60,750 
Total, ground nuts .... 6,590 | . 88,965 || 16,172 218,322 


The report may be seen on application at the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 49 and 50, Parliament 
Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 11.0 a.m. and 5.0 p.m. 


Tea in Formosa. 

According to a Japanese vernacular journal, “ The Yomiuri,” the 
oieete production of tea in Formosa has decreased con- 
‘siderably of late, the output this year being 
estimated at 330,000 catties less than that recorded last year. 
This falling-off in the output is ascribed to the new regula- 
tiens which grade the taxes on the leaf, and which correspond in 
amount to 30 per cent. of its value. The tea trade long ago 
ceased to be a profitable enterprise, and there seems to be no 
doubt that the onerous taxation imposed in the island has brought 
about a tendency to manufacture spurious leaf. The amount of 
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tea reshipped from Amoy as unfit for sale during a period of seven 
months from April, 1899, is reported to have already exceeded 
150,600 catties. Apprehension is now entertained that if the 
present state of affairs be suffered to continue for any length 
of time, the tea industry in Formosa will ruin itself. In view of 
the circumstances vigorous steps are now being taken by the 
representatives of manufacturers to secure the total abolition of 
taxes on tea. 


OTHER TRADE NOTES. 


Traie of Cape Colony. 

The following table, prepared from official returns published in 
the “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette,” shows the value 
of the trade of Cape Colony for the eleven months ended the 30th 
November, 1899, as compared with a similar period of 1898 :— 


| 
— 1898. | 1899. 
| 
IMPORTS : | £ £ 

Government articles ... 1,266,606 761,430 
Total... 15,275,330 14,326,087 
Grand total... £ =: 15,336,888 18,144,665 

EXPORTS : 

Colonial products (exclusive of diamonds, 
gold, and specie) 3,774,786 4,328,655 
Total ... ... 22,155,847 | 21,950,983 
Value of imported goods re-exported “ 285,263 | 348,458 
Total... 22,441,110 | 22,299,441 
Grand total ... 23,334,848 | 22,495,877 


Establishment of'a Sale Agency for Russian Produce in Persia. 
According to the “ Bulletin Commercial,” the Persian Loan Bank, 
which is a Russian official institution making loans 
on security in Teheran, or in other words a pawn- 
office, has just extended the sphere of its operations by adding an 
import agency to its offices. 

Already, a series of articles of Muscovite production, such as 
flour, oats, preserves, salted and smoked fish, pork, sweetmeats, 


PERSIA. 
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perfumes, cloths, &c., is to be found there. A second assortment 
of merchandise yet more varied is promised. In addition, the 
management is preparing a permanent exhibition of the novelties 
of Russian industry, especially cloths, cotton-checks, woollen stuffs, 
silk stuffs, &c. It will be a veritable museum of samples, where 
those interested can give orders which, it is promised, will be 
executed with the greatest care. 

The new establishment has already a considerable amount of 
capital at its disposal, and has a large staff of persons well 
acquainted with the ways and customs of the country. Everything 
seems favourable to a successful commencement. 

The “ Bulletin” adds, ‘‘ The initiative taken by Russian traders 
shows once more that the establishment of Commercial Bureaus 
should be considered as one of the best means of developing ihe 
Persian import trade.” 


Trade of the French Somali Coast. 
“La Politique Coloniale” publishes statistics given by the Colonial 
Office regarding the commerce of the French 


FRENCH 
semaka coast. Somali Coast for the third quarter, 1899, as 
follows :— 
Imports. 
‘ Exclusive of specie. 
£ 
Total £ 48,433 


France furnished flour, wines, beer, all kinds of silks, and 
ready-made clothing. 

England and Aden sent cotton stuffs, bleached and unbleached. 

France took but a small part in the importation of cotton 
stuffs, 7331. out of 7,5781. 

The list of unbleached cotton stuffs includes particularly 
aboudjédin, a kind of cotton cloth finding a ready sale in 
Abyssinia. It is manufactured in the United States and England. 

The silk stuffs are almost entirely French, and are mixed with 
cottons, satins, Flemish grosgrain silks, and brocards from Lyons. 
Intended for Abyssinia, they are sold to the Abyssinians down at 
Djibouti, or sent to Harzar by the importers. 

The cattle come from Arabia. 

The quantity—relatively large—of iron and enamelled goods 
from Belgium was ordered by the Emperor of Ethiopia, and 
included iron tables, large enamel dishes and kettles. 
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Exports, 


Value (according to country of destination). 


£ 

Yemen | 838 
10,221 

Total «| 19,153 


Opening of the Port of Yochow to Trade. 


A despatch to the Foreign Office from H.M. Legation at Peking, 
reports that the Port of Yochow was effectively opened to 
international trade on the 13th November last, by the establish- 
ment there of a branch of the Imperial Maritime Customs. 


Trade of Martinique in 1898. 


The following particulars of the trade of Martinique for 1898 
are given by the “ Politique Coloniale ” :— 


Imports. 
nen 1898. Excess over 1897. 
£ 

French goods ... 526,000 87,000 
| 

Foreign ... 449,000 28,000 

| 115,000 


Total 975,000 


The increase in French trade is due to the importation of 
33,2001. specie, and munitions of war t the value of 43,8001. An 
increased trade in codfish helped to make up the difference. 

The increase in, foreign trade was brought about by a slightly 
increased importation of such American articles as salt pork and 
beef, flour, &e. 

Trade in textile fabrics showed a decrease, and the foreign 
article continues to give place to that of French manufacture, 

Franee and ber colonies supply cheese, butter, codfish, oats, 
potatoes, chemicals, soap, wines, cloth, paper, skins, glassware, all 
manufactured articles, molasses, and coffee. 

England furnishes cloth, coal (almost entirely), and India rice, 
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Exports. 
Value. 
£ 
Total 894,000 


There is an increase over 1897 of 121,0001., due to the improved 
price of sugar and rum on the market. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Statistics of Bankruptcy in England and Wales. 


Statistics compiled by the Bankruptcy Department of the Board 
of Trade are published at p. 127; they show that the total number 
of Receiving Orders gazetted during December, 1899, was 346 
as compared with 337 for 1898, and also give the figures for 
the whole of 1899, distinguishing the principal trades and occupa- 
tions. The total number of Receiving Orders for the year 
1899 is less than for 1898; the figures being, for 1899 4,121, 
and for 1898, 4,315. Two of the largest classes of occupa- 
tions, however, show a marked increase, viz., publicans, hotel- 
keepers, &c., 301 in 1899, against 249 in 1898, and Fee, 331 
in 1899 against 242 in 1898. 


Emigration from the United Kingdom. 


A statistical table will be found at p. 124, which shows the 
number of persons, classified according to their nationality and 
destination, that ieft the United Kingdom for places out of Europe 
during December last. Figures are also given for the 12 months 
ended December 31st, 1899. The total number of emigrants leaving 
the United Kingdom in 1899 was 241,105, as compared with 
205,171 in 1898, the increase being chiefly due to the much larger 
number of foreigners, presumably only passing through the 
British Isles en route for other countries, chiefly the United States, 
included in the 1899 returns. 
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Alien Immigration. 

A table, compiled from the Alien Lists received by the Customs 
under Act 6, Will. IV. c. 11, sec. 2, is published on p. 125, showing 
the number of aliens that arrived from the Continent at ports in 
the United Kingdom during December last and during the year 
1899. The total number of such immigrants in the 12 months 
ended December 31st, 1899, was 114,161, of whom 49,949 were 
en route for America or other places out of the United Kingdom, 
leaving 64,212 (including 13,233 sailors) not stated to be en route 
for other countries. This figure compares with 53,086 (including 
12,299 sailors) in 1898, an increase of 11,128. 


Kew Gardens Bulletin. 
New Garden Plants of the year 1898. 

The number of garden plants annually described in botanical 
and horticultural publications, both English and foreign, is now 
so considerable that the Director of the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Kew, has decided to publish a complete list of them each year in 
the Kew Gardens Bulletin. 

The present list includes not only plants brought into cultivation 
for the tirst time during 1898, but also the most noteworthy of those 
which have been re-introduced after being lost from cultivation. 
Other plants included in the list may have been in gardens for 
several years, but either were not described or their names had 
not been authenticated until recently. 

In every case the plant is cited under its published name, 
although the Bulletin states that some of the names are doubtfully 
correct. Where, however, a correction has appeared desirable, 
this is made. 

The name of the person in whose collection the plant was first 
noticed or described is given where known. 


Dock Dues and the New Dock at Hull. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Annual Report 
of the Council of the Hull Incorporated Chamber of Commerce and 
Shipping for 1898-99. 

The report states that the secretary has prepared a statement 
for the guidance of the council showing the gradual growth of 
the business of the port in quinquennial periods, gauged by the 
tonnage on which dock dues have been paid, since the year 1869, 
when the Albert Dock was opened. The William Wright Dock 
was opened in 1880, and the Alexandra in 1885, There has been 
an interval of ten years between the construction of the first and 
second mentioned docks, and an interval of five years between the 
William Wright and the Alexandra Dock, and it is now fourteen 
years since the Alexandra Dock was opened, during which 
period the tonnage and trade have increased nearly 60 per cent. ° 

The following table shows the amount of tonnage on which dock 
dues were paid in the undermentioned years :— 
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Year. Tons. 


The decision of the Committee of the House of Lords on the 
Bill for the new dock contained among others the following 
clauses :— 

“The Committee are of opinion that no dues should be charged 
“in the new dock which are not charged in the old docks now 
* in the hands ot the North-Eastern and also of the Hull and Barn- 
“ sley undertaking. 

“ They are also of opinion that coasting vessels should be placed. 
“in the same position as regards dues and charges as now exist 
“ with regard to barges and river craft.” 


Telegraphic Construction in India. 

The ‘“ Pioneer” points out that the recent high price of 
copper has checked progress in connecting some of the import- 
ant telegraph offices in India, but nevertheless a direct wire 
has now been laid between Calcutta and Madras, and was to be 
ready for use this week. On the Calcutta-Bombay route, it is 
added, the copper wire stretches to Dhond via Mammad, while 
Dhond is linked direct with Madras ina similar manner. The 
sanction of Government has been asked for two copper wires from 
Bombay to Poonah and Dhond. When all these are put up the 
speed of working between the three great ports will be much 
increased. The line from Calcutta to Madras will be insulated by 
patent oil insulators, to minimise as much as possible the effect of 
the saline atmosphere along the east coast. ‘To show how lines 
are affected near the sea, it is stated that during the recent drought 
in the Bombay Presidency the insulators were so encrusted with 
salt. deposits that they had to be scraped before complete insulation 
was obtained again. In ordinary seasons the monsoon rains wash 
them clean. 


Regulations for the Admission of Dogs into Hong Kong. 

A despatch, dated 15th November last, has been received at the 
Colonial Office from the Governor of Hong Kong stating that, 
as sporting dogs continue to arrive in that colony from England, 
it is necessary that exporters should understand, that dogs will 
only be permitted to land at Hong Kong subject to the following 
restrictions 
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(a) On the production of a certificate from a veterinary surgeon 
or a medical officer of health, or a British consul, that no case of 
rabies has been known to occur in any district in which the dog 
has been kept for the six months prior to the date of shipment; and 

(b) A statutory declaration by the captain of the vessel (or by 
the importer if he has travelled with the dog) that no case of rabies 
occurred on board during the voyage. 

2. In default of the two above-named certificates, the dog shall 
be kept in quarantine, in a building to be set apart for the purpose 
by the Government, for a period of three months from the date of 
importation at the expense of the owner. 

Upon the production of the above certificates to the Captain 
Superintendent of Police, or upon the expiration of the period of 
quarantine, a licence and a badge will be issued, and any dog 
permitted to land or found at large without such badge shall be 
forthwith destroyed, 

3. Permits shall be issued by the Captain Superintendent of 
Police to the owners of sporting dogs that have already been 
licensed in the colony to enable such dogs when taken into Chinese 
territory to be brought back therefrom on the condition that such 
dogs will not be permitted to land at any port or place at which 
rabies is known, or has been declared, to exist within a period of 
six months prior to the date of such landing. 

No dog brought from the port or settlement of Shanghai will 
be permitted to land in the colony for a period of twelve months 
from the date of this notification. 


Appointment of a German Technical Attaché at Buenos Ayres. 


The Board of Trade have been informed through the Foreign 
Office that it has been announced in the German Press that a 
hydraulic engineer, Herr Offermann, has been attached to the 
German Legation in Buenos Ayres as a Technical Attaché. ‘The 
“ Kolnische Zeitung” presumes that he is sent principally with the 
view of studying building methods employed there in the numerous 
foreign colonies in order to see if in the German colonies similar 
buildings or works could advantageously be employed. Such 
technical architectural engineers have been sent to other countries 
at times, notably to the United States. Herr Offermann has already 
sailed for South America. 


. British Coal in Brazil. 


A despatch, dated 6th December, 1899, has been received at the 
Foreign Office, from H.M. Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro, stating 
that a well-known English firm, out of five competitors, succeeded in 
securing the contract to deliver 120,000 tons of coal, at 11. 9s. 6d. 
per ton, to the Central Brazil Railway during the coming year, 
commencing from March next. 
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The Movement of Population in France in 188. 

The following particulars relating to the movement of popula- 
tion in France in 1898 are taken from the annual report published 
in the French “ Journal Officiel.” 

During the last decennial period (1889-1898) there were four years 
when the number of deaths exceeded that of births, the excess 
varying from 10,000 to 38,000. The last year showing such an 
excess was 1895, when it was 17,813. 

In 1896, the situation somewhat improved. There was an 
excess of 93,700 births; ¢.e. 31,413 more births, and 88,100 less 
deaths than in 1895. 

In 1897, births were in the majority by 108,088. This result 
was, however, less favourable than that of the preceding year, 
because births diminished in number by 6,479 (865,586 in 1896 
and 859,107 in 1897). The apparent improvement was owing to 
there being but 751,019 deaths as against 771,886 in 1896. 

In 1898, results again wavered. There was an excess of births 
over deaths, but only of 33,860, for births had diminished by 
15,174, and the excess was only 0°85 for every 1,000 inhabitants. 

Conclusions should be drawn from the results of long periods 
rather than from annual fluctuations. For the ten years 1889 to 
1898, the excess of births over deaths amounted only to 281,403 in- 
dividuals, annually, an average of 0°74 for every 1,000 inhabitants, 
while for the preceding decennial period (1879-1888) the annual 
average was over 2°0 per thousand. 


Fisheries in Iceland. 

An American Consul in Norway reports that Iceland is becom- 
ing a fishing centre, and that there are prospects of catching 
an abundance of fish in the neighbourhood. It is stated further 
that a large fishing company has lately been formed at 
Seydisfjord, Iceland, chiefly for the purpose of catching plaice, 
with Holland as the principal market. The company will be 
known as the Gardar Fishing Company, and will begin opera- 
tions this year with a fleet of fifteen steamers and twenty sailing 
vessels. ‘Ihe necessary funds were for the most part supplied by 
English capitalists, although the business has been turned over to 
others and is now under the control of the Danish Vice-Consul at 
Stavanger, Norway. 

The directors are at present forming plans for erecting houses 
and piers, constructing roads, &c., besides making arrangements 
for keeping the fish in good condition until placed on the Dutch 
markets. Some of the necessary work is already under way, and a 
large sum of money has been voted by the committee for the 
purpose of carrying it out. 

A force of about sixty or seventy men is engaged in making a 
dam or basin in the valley of the Seydisfjord, which will be filled 
with water by connection with a river, so there will be no lack of 
ice for packing the fish. The ice will be conveyed to the company’s 
depot at Bodareyri by means of an electric railroad. 
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Warning to Travellers entering Spain via Portbou. 

A despatch dated 28th November last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Barcelona reporting that 
travellers should be careful not to bring with them under any 
circumstances (even though they may be prepared to pay the 
Customs duty on the same), firearms, ammunition, or cigars, 
unless they are willing to have these articles detained at the 
frontier, and only recover them after considerable delay and 
expense, even if at all. In regard to firearms the difficulty 
and delay arises from the fact that they cannot be passed at 
Port Portbou without a permit from the Governor of the pro- 
vince (Gerona). The right of selling explosives and tobacco 
being leased by the Government to two companies respectively, 
these goods are not allowed to enter the ‘country (so as not to 
interfere with the monopoly) without the sanction of the companies 
who, if they grant permission, can charge 25 per cent. of what they 
consider the sale price of the goods, and beyond this of course the 
Government duties, &c., have to be paid. 


Commercial and Industrial Companies in Portugal and 
Portuguese Possessions. 

The Portugues Government Gazette of the 2nd January pub- 
lishes a decree dated 23rd December last, to the effect that com- 
panies constituted abroad, with domicile in Portugal, or in any 
of its oversea possessions, which have for their object any branch 
of commerce and industry, or any agricultural exploitation in 
these possessions, must be organized strictly in accordance with 
the provisions of the Portuguese Commercial Code. 

A translation of this decree will appear in a forthcoming issue 
of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 
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REPORTS OF BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 


Halifaz.—The monthly meeting of this Chamber was held on 
27th December last, Mr. A. F. Firth presiding. 

Reporting as to the keeping of proper books, &c., being made 
compulsory under the Bankruptcy Law, the General Purposes 
Committee stated that they had caused enquiry to be made as to 
the law in France and Germany with regard to the punishment of 
bankrupts who have not kept proper books of account. They were 
indebted to the British Chamber of Commerce in Paris and the 
Chamber of Commerce at Berlin for the following information :— 

France—By Article 8, every person coming within the definition 
of a trader is bound to keep a full and complete journal or day 
book, and a correct inventory or stock book. These books must 
be submitted every year to the proper authorities, and one of the 
judges of the Tribunal of Commerce is appointed for the purpose, 
who places his visa upon them and signs them. The books are 
evidence as between merchants for what are called “ acts of trade,” 
and the merchant who does not keep them as required by law will 
not be allowed to produce them in evidence. By the same 
paragraph, merchants are also bound to keep copies of all letters 
they send relating to their trade, and to file the letters received in 
a convenient form either in books or labelled parcels. As regards 
more especially bankruptcy, if a trader suspends his payments, or 
a petition is filed against him, and it is found he has not kept his 
books properly, this amounts on his part to what is technically 
known as “simple bankruptcy,” and is a criminal offence, for 
which he is liable to imprisonment for one month to two years, 
without the option of a fine. Failure to keep the inventory or 
stock book is alone sufficient to constitute this offence, even 
though the journal and other books be well and regularly kept. 

Germany.—The Bankruptcy Law provides that, where books 
have not been kept in accordance with the Legal Order, two points 
are taken in consideration, namely, has the debtor through stress 
of circumstances been compelled to stop payment and file his 
petition, which is known as ordinary bankruptcy, or is the bank- 
ruptey fraudulent, i.c., is there an intention to injure creditors by 
destruction of books or keeping them in such a manner as to 
render it impossible to form a proper idea of the standing of the 
bankrupt? The punishment in ordinary bankruptcy for not 
keeping proper books is imprisonment for not exceeding five years, 
or, in case of extenuating circumstances, a fine of 3,000 to 6,000 
marks, but for fraudulent bankruptcy the minimum punishment is 
one year’s imprisonment and the maximum fifteen years, which in 
extenuating circumstances may be reduced to not less than three 
months. In either of the above cases the bankrupt is deprived of 
both his municipal and Parliamentary votes. According to the 
German commercial law, every merchant is compelled to keep 
books to show his position of affairs, and every year to make out a 
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balance-sheet. These regulations, however, do not appear to apply 
to what are described as artisans or retail traders. 

The committee were of opinion that in England it would be a 
difficult matter to legislate for small shop-keepers. Seeing that 
the question was before the law committee of the House of Com-. 
mons when the Bankruptcy Act of 1883 was before Parliament, 
they were doubtful whether any good would be done hy putting a 
resolution on the agenda for the next annual meeting of the 
associated Chambers, as the question would no doubt be again 
brought forward on any amendment of the bankruptcy law. How- 
ever, they suggested for the consideration of the council whether 
the subjoined resolution might not usefully be discussed by the 
associated Chambers, namely, ‘That the attention of the Board of 
Trade be drawn to the large number of bankruptcies in which 
failure to keep proper books of account is reported by Official 
Receivers, whereby frauds are committed with impunity, and the 
effectual realisation of estates is prevented, and that this Chamber 
is of opinion that further legislation is necessary.” 

Other matters referred to were Imperial telegraphic communi- 
cation; Halifax railway facilities; congested goods traffic on 
railways, &c. 

Liverpool—A meeting of the African Trade Section of the 
Liverpool Chamber of Commerce was held on 2nd January last, 
Mr. A. L. Jones, Chairman, presiding. This section has been in 
communication with Sir Ralph Moor, Her Majesty’s Commissioner 
and Consul-General for the Niger Coast Protectorate, in regard to 
the probable introduction of a folded woven goods ordinance. It 
was pointed out that there are large stocks of woven goods folded 
otherwise than as prescribed by ordinances in tke protectorate or 
on the way there, and that if these were put into force without 
sufficient notice such stocks would be depreciated in value when 
offered side by side with goods folded in accordance with legal 
requirement. At least two years should be allowed before the 
provisions of the ordinance became operative. 

Sir Ralph Moor replied that there would be no precipitate action, 
but the matter had been on the fapis for three years, and the 
commercial community of the protectorate, and through them 
their principals, had been advised some time ago that such 
an ordinance was considered necessary to prevent fraudulent 
practices at the inner markets which interfered with the general 
stability of trade. ‘The ordinance would probably be framed with 
a view to rendering the regulations effective by dealing with 
imports rather than existing stocks, and ample time would be 
allowed for the completion of existing orders and contracts in 
England so that the goods might not be excluded from import. 
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POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


Despatch of Mails from London for Australia, New Zealand & Fiji 
During the first sia months of the year 1900. 


| 
Destination. Route. Despatched from London. 


( Via Brindisi (or Naples)} Every Friday evening. 


Via San Francisco —...| On same dates as to New 
(For letters, &c.,speci-| Zealand via San Fran- 
Victoria, New South Wales, | ally addressed to go by| cisco. 
Queensland, South Aus- < that route.) 
tralia and Tasmania 
Via Vancouver ... ...| Saturday afternoon— 
(For letters, &c., speci-| January 27, February 24, 
ally addressed to go by! March 24, April 21, 
| that route.) May 19, June 16. 


Western Australia ... ..| Via Brindisi (or Naples)! Every Friday evening. 


( Via San Francisco _ ...| Saturday afternoon— 
January 13, February 10, 
March 10, April 7, 

May 5, June 2 & 30. 

ow and Fiji Via Brindisi (or Naples)| Friday evening— 

Jan. 19 & 26, February 
16 & 23, March 16 & 23, 
April 13 & 20, May 
11 & 18, June 8 & 15. 


Parcel mails for all the above} } 
mentioned Colonies, ex-| - Direct from the Thames; Every Thursday morning. 
cept New Zealand so. 


Parcel mails for New Zea- 
land eee ooo eve 


Jan. 17 & 31, February 
14 & 28, Mar. 14 & 28, 

April 11 & 25, May 

9 & 23, June 6 & 20. 


* Correspondence for New Zealand and Fiji posted in the week in which there 
will be a mail from London going via San Francisco, and also in the previous 
week, will be forwarded in that mail ; but correspondence posted up to the evening 
of the first or second Friday following a despatch ria San Francisco will gain by 
being forwarded via Italy. The Post Office will in each case send the letters, &c., 
by the best route ; and there will be no occasion to superscribe them specially as 
to route ; but of course any letters which may be specially superscribed will be 
forwarded by the route selected. 


| Direct from the Thames; Wednesday morning— 


Mails for America (via Queenstown). 


Earlier despatch on Wednesdays. 


The despatch of the mails sent via Queenstown to the United 
States, Canada, and other places, on Wednesdays, will be accelerated, 
so as to correspond precisely with the Saturday despatch by the 
same route; and the latest times for posting correspondence will 
be the same on Wednesdays as on Saturdays. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 
Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom. 

Sratement of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unitep Kincpom during the Month and Twelve Months ended 31st 
December, 1899, compared with the corresponding periods of the year 
1898. 

Montu ENDED 31st DecemBeEnr. 
I. Imports From Forrian Counrries AND BritisH Possessions. 


Month ended 
31st December. In 


isso. | 1898, | 
£ £ 
I, Animals, living (for food) . eo | 653,128 | 778,592 — 125,464 
II, (A.) Articles of food and. drink, : 
duty free 14,306,872 |16,003,089| — | 1,697,117 
(B.) Articles ‘of food and drink, 
dutiable vee | 2,261,477 | 2,364,590 103,113 
Tobacco, dutiable ... ... 480,149 | 441.168 38,981 
III. Metals .. ee | 2,443,192 | 2,233,218 209,974 — 
Chemicals, dyestuffs tanning 
substances ... | «408,926 | 392.208 12,718 |;  — 
V. Oils... 854,319 | 883,504, — 29,185 
VL materials for textile manu- 
6,645,682 | 9,593,105 2,947,473 
Vil. oa materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures .. | 4.354,849 | 4.090,759 | 264,090 
VIII. Manufactured articles 6,812,581 | 6,930,404 117,823 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles... ... | 1,446,372 | 1,575,364 _- 128,992 
(B.) Parcel post... 75,399 77,885 2,486 
Total value ...° ... | 40,738,896 (45,364,786 4,625,890 


II. Exports or British anp Irish Propuck aNnD MANUFACTURES. 


£ £ £ z 
I, Animals, living 78,884 101,917 23,033 
Il. Articles of food and drink : ee | 1,020,894 | 1,022.856 — 2,462 
III. Raw materials as 2,578,063 | 2,029,878 | 548,185 — 


IV. Articles manufactured and partly. 
manufactured, viz. :— 

(A.) Yarns and ‘textile fabrics... 8,260,334 | 8,675,992 — 415,658 

(B.) Metals and articles manufac- 

tured therefrom (except machinery)! 3,500,575 | 2,796,543 704,032 


(C.) Machinery and millwork «| 1,593,013 | 1,699,401 —_ 106,388 
(D.) Ships, New as 

British)... 632,270 (Not 632,270 

recorded) 

) Apparel and articles o: 
sonal use apt 713,825 | 858,548 145 223 
(F.) Chemicals and chemical and 

medicinal preparations... 656,255 | 695,090 _ 38,835 
(G.) All otherarticles, either manu- 

factured or partly manufactured | 2,770,752 | 2,841,343 - 70,591 
(H.) Parcel post ... owe | 256,840 22,216 


| 
Total value... [22,088,489 


| 


IIL. Exports or ForrigN anp CoLoniat Propvuce. 


20,978,408 | 1,060,081*} 


£ 


£ £ £ 
Total value ... ... 5,625,891 | 5,535,953 | 89,988 


* Including the value of new ships (not registered as British), not recorded prior to 1899. 
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Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom—continued. 


Twertve Montus ENDED 3lst Decemser. 
I. Imports rrom Foretcn Countries Britisn Possessions. 


Twelve months ended 
3lst December. 


Increase. | Decrease. 


1898. 


| 1899. 


£ £ 
I. Animals, living (for food) ... 9,515,012 |10,385676| — | 870,664 
II. (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty | | 
2,236,313 oe 


(B.) Articles of food and_ drink, 


dutiable 375,134 |26,817.470 2,336 
Tobacco, dutiable ... ... 5,616,458 | 3,887,010 | 1,729,448 |  — . 
III. Metals ... “|28,263,843 [21,852,381 | 6,411,462 


IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, ‘and tanning 
substances ... 5.768.890 | 5.484.420 284,470 

V. Oils... 9,688,760 | 8,356,405 | 1,832,355 ten 

VI. materials for textile manufac-| 
ures $5,683,636 (71,268,713 5,585,077 

Vil. materials fur sundry industrie 


and manufactures ... 56,666.589 |52.226.006 | 4,449,583 

VIII. Manufactured articles bee “91,298,485 $7.076,479 | 4,217,006 

IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles ... 15.914,563 [14,797,076 | 1,117,487 
(B.) Parcel post 1,139,490 | 1,313,606 174,116 


| 
Total value 075,5141470,378 583 14,696,931 — 
| 
II. Exports or British anp Propuce anp Manvuracturr. 
£ £ 
I. Animals, living 1,003,075 1.103.984 100,909 
IL, Articles of food and drink 12,568,666 |12,104.608 464,058 
IIL. Raw materials ... 26,931,956 21,076,823 5,803,133 


IV, Articles manufactured and partly 
mannfactured, viz. 

Yarns and centile fabrics 94,508,128 | 4,946,405 

(B.) Meta’s and articles manufac- 

tured therefrom (except machinery) 40,312,443 '32,746.790 | 7,565,653 - 


(C.) Machinery and millwork [10,650,881 |18,589.973 | 1,260,908 
(D.) Ships, new (not registered as : 

British) 9,195,192 (Not | 9,195,192 
(E.) Appareil und articles of ‘personal recorded) 

use 9,554,511 | 9,577,084 22,573 
(F.) Chemicals and chemical aud 

medicinal preparations... 8,855,523 | 8,389,215 466 308 } 
(G.) Aj) other articles, either manu- 

factured or partly manufactured ...)35,016.514 |33.522.975 | 1,693.39 
(H.) Parcel post = 2,460,303 | 2,139,660 | 327,693 


Exporrs or Foreign anp Propvuce. 


£ £ £ | £ 
Total value... «163,019,549 (60,054,748 


* Including the value of new ships (not registered as British), not recorded prior to 1899. 
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Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the quantities sold and average price of 
British corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial measure*, as 
received from the inspectors and officers of Excise in the week 
ended 6th January, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


a Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus. 
Wheat 40,086 0 2% 9 
Barley 65,347 2661 
Oats ... ous 13,3880 5 16 2 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of 
the years from 1896 to 1899. 


Quantities Sold. | Average Price. 
Corre- 
sponding 
Wheat. Barley., |. Oats. Wheat. | Parley. Oats. 


Qrs. Bus.) Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus. d, 
1896 ...| 23,524 2 99,021 0 18,088 O |; 23 4 23 11 13 9 


1897 ---| 27,923 1 | 59,714 O | 10,651 7 31 1 25 «5 16 3 


1898 ...| 41,056 7 | 72,467 3 | 12,600 4 


1899 ...| 43,545 0 | 66,188 6 | 17,079 2 || 27 0 28 8 | 17.0 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the [mperi«l bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Emigration.— December, 1899. 
EI 
Retvrn of the Numbers, Nationauivies, and Destinations of the 
Passencers that left the Unrrep Kinxapom for Paces out of 
Evrore during the Month ended 31st December, 1899, and the = 
twelve Months ended 3lst December, 1899, compared with the 
corresponding periods of the previous Year. 
| | Total 
United | British N stral-| of Gooa | | 
Nationalities. States. America.| asia. | Hope and sponding pl 
| Nat places, | period, Ki 
| | 1898. 
Month ended 3!st December, 1899. 
English ...  ...| 1,903 181 £55 417 613 3,869 4,551 
Scotch one wos 236 9 160 120 156 681 813 - 
Irish 530 6 825 50 75 985 | 635 
Total of British 
origin ... 2,669 196 1,C40 587 5,336 5,999 
Foreigners ... | 883 152 104 165 4,795 3.062 
Nationalities not | 
distinguished ... 25 13 286 82t | 287 
Total ... 6,185 | 1,092 | 1,192 cor | 1,295 | 10,455 
Total for corre- f 
sponding 4,704 636 680 1,897 | 1431 9,348 — 
month, 1898 
‘Twelve Months ended 31st December, 1899. Ali 
— r 
English ...  ... | 45,763 | 13,854 | 8,753 | 10,275 | 9,058 | 87,7038 | 90,679 | 
Bottth ... «.| 8,186 1,709 | 1,827 3,000 | 1,980 | 16,152 | 15,570 a 
Irish we ve | 88,631 | 888 | 1,898 1,285 4 | 42,922 | 34,395 } , 
Total of British | To 
origin... .. | 92,580 16.451 | 11,478 | 14,560 | 11,758 140,644 
Foreigners... ... | 65,824 | 17,158 805 | 4,392 | 1,840 | 90,019 | 60,551 } 
| 
Nationalities not | 
distinguished ... 847 | 118 6 _ 3,333 | 4,809 3,976 
Total ... | 159,201 | 83,727 [12,289 | 18,952 | 16,936 (241,105 | 205,171 
| cot 
Total for corre- ar 
\ 123,703 | 27,487 | 11,020 | 25,635 | 17,326 | 205,171 ~~ Se 
months, 1898 | | Ge 
Nore.—The above figures, being made up at the eurliest possible date after the close of cach pr 
month, are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. i 


—_— 
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Alien Immigration—December, 1899. 

Rerurn of the Number of that arrived from the Contivenr at Ports in the 
Unitep Kinepom during the Month and Twelve Months ended 3lst December, 1899, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 

(Compiled from the Atren Lists received by the Customs under Act 
6 Will. 4, c. 11, sec. 2.) 


| 
Gothenburg. | 
Hamburg. Rotterdam, aaa | Other | 
B , and | Amsterdam, | ——. | Dieppe. Continental Total. 
Bremerhaven | and Antwerp. | Oy rictiansand. Ports. | 
1899. | 1898, | 1899, 1898. | 1899. | 1898, | 1899. | 1898, | 1899. | 1898. 1899, , 1898. 
Month ended 31st December. 
Aliens not stated to be en ref 
route to America or other | ' 
places out of the United | | | 
ingdom : | 
Arrived at London 904 821, 329) 247 91 71 224) 247; 1.548 1,886 
Grimsby 294, 217; 60) 22 2 18 9 374 277 
Tyne Ports . 6 4 35) 49} 129 254 167, +424] 
13 18! 49 52 1 6] 6 12 69 88 
“a Other ports ... 56 23} 3, 6 63 131 a 285 264 407 424 
Aliens en route to America | | 
or other places out of the } 
United Kingdom : | | 
Arrived at Grimsby __... 24 8} 107) 213} 140) 27 20} 298] 338 
” Hartlepool, } ' | | 
113 69 4 12) 1,447 388] 1,790 589 
” Leith ... 2 8 2 25) 27 
Other ports 54 37| 19 266 97} 141 
Total... 13772) 270,885) | | 1.765 506) 2,454) 1,094 
Total of Aliens en route and | 
of Aliens not stated to be | | ! 
en route to America or other | |. 1,493) 1,226) 729; G84, 733] 2,757 1,416) $6,388) 4,525 
laces out of the United | | ' 
Twelve months ended 31st December. 
Aliens not stated to be en | 
route to America or other 
laces out, of the United | | 
Total No.... | 21,680, 19,207; 8,111) 6,161 7,070) 6,589] 10,185) 8,111) 17,166, 13,016) t64,212) $53,084 
Aliens en route to America | | | 
or other places out of the | | | | | 
United Kingdom : | | | | 
Total No.... 1,754) 3,882); 3,715) 1,901) 17,337, 13,054 31) 27,143 13,309) 49,949) 32,177 
Total of Aliens en route and | | 
of Aliens not stated to be } | 
en route to America or other | | 23434. 23,089] 11,826) 8,062 24,407) 19,643) 10,185 8,142) 44,309) 26,325)/$114161 485,21 
laces out of the United | | | | | 


United Kingdom,” and “ Aliens en route to America, &c.,” ix due to the fact that a large number of A 
Srom Continental ports are reported to be on the way to places out of the United Kingdom, and it is considered desirable 


to record this fact. 


country for settlement, there being in fact a large emigrati 


out of the 


ens who arrive 


But it is not thereby implied that the ** Aliens not stated to be en route to America, §c.’’ come to this 
on of Joreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens 


arriving from Continental ports return to the Continent. (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 1838, 
Sess. 1899, and Monthly Emigration Returns.) 


+ Th 


Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, Live: 
Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West 


e ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Blyth, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Glasgow, 


ol, London, Middlesbrough, 
artlepool. The lists received 


from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers and persons who, after landing, 
proceed by train as third-class passengers. ' 

+ The number of seilors included with the Aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to places out 
of the United Kingdom in the month of December, 1899, was 956, and 953 in the same month of 1898; in the twelve 
months ended Dec-inber, 1899, the number was 13,223, and in the same months of 1898 the number was 12,299. 


| 

{ 

q 

| 

* The distinction made in this Return between * Aliens not stated to be en route tou America, or other - 
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COTTON RETURNS.—December, 1899. 


{ Jan. 11, 1900. 


Return of the Numper of Bates of Corron Imported and Exporrep, 
Forwarpep from Ports to InLaAnp Towns, and Returnep to Ports 
during the Month and Twelve Months ended 31st December, 
1899, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1898. 


Month of Twelve Months ended 
December. 81st December. 
| 
1899. 1898. || (1899. 1898. 
Imports. 
American 200,466 753,254 2,656,337 3,867,641 
Brazilian 8,419 3 18,833 18,995 
East Indian” ... oe 2,348 4,746 7.859 63,649 
Egyptian ae 113,107 66,548 508,944 382,646 
Miscellaneous... .. 5,401 8,859 61,647 69,334 
Toel 329,741 833,410 3,324,620 4,402,265 
Exports, 
American 24,074 29,291 366.804 272,022 
Brazilian... 500 1304 8.280 5,838 
East Indian... 2,240 3,735 62,193 41,031 
Egyptian ove 16,227 7,255 99,552 $1,776 
Miscellaneous ... - 2,285 | 171 10,726 9,701 
Total ob oe 45,276 | 41,756 547,555 410,368 
FORWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
American ine oe 231,427 272,003 2,721,429 2,851,166 
Brazilian ... 6,851 4,467 31,*20 29,814 
East Indian ae oo 765 1,150 16,360 22,432 
Egyptian 47,644 45.926 822.781 305,135 
Miscellaneous ... 8,127 7,035 79,684 85,393 
i 294,814 330,581 3,172,084 3,293,940 
FORWARDED from INLAND Towns to Ports, 

American om ove 489 121 4,218 4.273 

1 12 152 462 
Total ..... 490 133 4,370 4,735 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales. 
Numper of Receivine Orpvers GaAzeTYED in the under-mentioned 
— and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupa- 
ions. 


Twelve Months 
December. ended December. 
1899, 1898. 1899, 1898. 
No. No. No. No. 
ay yl gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 
ions : 
Grocers, &c. 21 25 280 317 
Publicans and hotel ‘keepers, &e. jap. 25 20 801 249 
5 6 | 16 | 136 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers ses 12 8 105 139 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, &c. 7 7 68 100 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, &c. ae oh 10 6 99 97 
Drapers, haberdashers, &c. 6 9 85 93 
Tailors, &c. ... 13 6 95 96 
Agents, commission and general... 9... 4 5 53 70 
Fishmongers, poulterers, 7 = 46 49 
Clerks, commercial and general .. ee 3 11 ol Wd 
Confectioners 4 3 39 60 
Corn, flour, seed, “hay, and straw merchants 
and dealers ses ne 2 3 30 44 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers 2 59 52 
Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, silver- 
smiths, &c. 2 4 45 43 
Furniture dealers and makers vee a 4 2 26 38 
Solicitors... | 8 2 3t 38 
Travellers, commercial, 5 2 38 45 
3 4 49 36 
Tobacconists, &c. ... 4 3 42 33 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers 4 2 23 41 
Ironmongers... 3 3 18 29 
Carpenters and j joiners 5 3 37 29 
Gardeners, florists, ... 1 25 23 
Saddlers and harness makers... 2 8 21 32 
Bicycle, &c., manufacturers and dealers oe 6 5 47 46 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &e. pe 2 1 23 35 
Restaurant, coffee and eating-house keepers ... 3 4 26 30 
Merchants ... 1 26 32 
Provision merchants, &c. 5 8 37 33 
Stationers ... eae 1 2 8 20 
Directors and promoters of public companies ... 8 2 23 26 
Officersin Army ... 13 21 
China, glass, ~ A earthenware, &c., dealers ove 1 1 15 23 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c,... 1 26 24 
Cab, omnibus and fly ‘ppneaeall a. aes 3 3 27 27 
Printers and publishers... ae. sae 2 3 27 23 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. ... eau 1 _ 7 26 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants... 3 3 16 20 
Doctors of medicine, physicians, &c. ... 4 2 18 27 
Millers 8 22 22 
Woollen merchants and manufacturers... 13 18 
Carriage, &c., builders 3 19 17 
Engineers and founders, &c, 2 47 26 
3 2 22 19 


| 
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Jan. 


Bankruptcy.—England and Wales—continued. 


11, 1900. 


| Twelve Months 


Cattle pig dealers 
Chemists, druggists and chemical manufacturers 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen and hauliers 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. 
Timber merchants and wood dealers 
Architects and surveyors ... 
Fishing smack owners, and masters 
Stone, marble and monumental masons, &c, 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. 
Brokers, stock and share ... a 
Wine and Spirit merchants, &c. ... 
Cotton spinners and manufacturers 
Lodging-house keepers 


Number pg in principal trades and occupa- 


December. | ended December. 
1899, . | 1899, | 1898. 
| 
No. No { No. | 
_ | 14 
2 1 12 | 23 
3 2 2520 
3 i 40 | 23 
1 1 15 | 20 
8 2 19 | 24 
1 19 | 45 
2 3 | 3 | 22 
—| 1 15 
2 2 16 13 
18 
7 15 
3 | 9 
= 3 | 6 
1 2 22 20 


Export of Live Animals from Ireland to Great Britain. 


Return of the Numper of Animats exported from IreLanp to GREAT 
Britain during the Month and Twelve Months ended 31st 
December, 1899, compared with the corresponding periods of 
the year 1898. 


Twelve Months 


Mules or Jennets .. 
Asses 


..| 222,440 


December. ended December. 

1899, 1899. 1898. 

No. No. No. 
on 72,367 772,720) 809,766 
ove BL "652 875,418) 838,943 
114 858 687,712) 583,265 
9 3,188 3,769 
3,464 42,074) 39,199 
* 2 158 30 
eee 7 3,059 2,302 


0 \2384, 428 2,97 7,274 


128 
| 
7 | | 
Animals, 
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LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


Annual Series. 
Reports of the Annual Series, 1899, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, 
and may be obtained from Messrs. Kyre & Spottiswoode, Kast. 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, ‘E. C. 


No. Place. Price. 
2198 Trans-Caucasus (Agriculture—1898)_ ... ove ld, 
2199 France (1897) 2d. 
2200 Brazil (Finances in 1893)... wee | 
2201 Denmark (1897) hd. 
2202 Khorassan... (1897-98) ld. 
2203 Jeddah and Hodeidah ... (1897) 
2204 Naples and Southern Italy (1898) eee “en 2d. 
2205 | Hawaiian Islands (1897) ve 
2206 New Orleans ... (1898) 2d. 
2207 Servia (1897-8) | Bd. 
2210 | Texas ‘ Cw») 
2211 Ancona 
2212 | Ghent ld. 
2213 France Cx) 2d. 
2214 Patras 1d. 
2215 Ningpo G a2 ld. 
2216 Corunna Cad 4d. 
2217 | Jerusalem and Jaffa Caz 1d. 
2218 Beira C a3 ld. 
2219 | Argentine Republic 2d. 
2220 Charlestown CHO 2d. 
2221 and Quilimane ld. 
2222 Cherbo 2d. 
2223 | Cadiz 2d. 
2294 La Rochelle 13d. 
2225, Piraeus 2d. 
2226 Poland and Lithuania 
2227 Belgium ad. 
2228 Pakhoi ‘ea, ld, 
2229 Panama ise Lid. 
2230 | Trebizond 14d. 
2231 Lombardy ee. ld. 
2282 Valparaiso C 14d. 
2233 Erzeroum 
2234 Calais 2d. 
2235 Lourenco Marques Ceres 2d. 
2236 Brest ‘gee id. 
2237 Baltimore 24d. 
2238 Swatow ld, 
2239 | Chicago 2 2hd. 
2240 Bilbao 2hd. 
2241 Leghorn 1}d. 
2243 | Foochow ld, 
2245 Spain we Bd. 
2246 Guayaquil Cw 1d. 
2247 Suakin ld. 
2248 Wuchow 6d. 
2249 Chungking we 14d. 
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List or DreLomatic ConsuLak Reports—Annual 
Series.— continued. 

No. Place. Price. 
2250 Bordeaux (1898) 3d. 
2254 Trieste ld. 
2257 Galveston (1899) ld. 
2263 Hamburg 4d, 
2264 Batoum Cw. 2d, 
2265 Taganrog CD 23a. 
2266 Amsterdam... ere ld. 
2267 Tonga ove bd. 
2268 Genoa kes | 24d. 
2269 Ionian Isles... | 2d, 
2271 Switzerland ... (1897-98) 
2275 Paraguay 1d, 
2276 Saigon 
2279 | Tunis (1898-99) 43d. 
2280 | Ichang (1898) we 
2283 Nice . (1898) soo | Lad. 
2284 Rio de ‘Janeiro soe | 
2286 Beirut and Syria (1898) 
2288 Pernambuco ... 2d, 
2291 Azerbaijan... (1898-99) ld. 
2292 Congo (Returns, 1898) ld, 
2293 Society Islands (1898) ld. 
2294 Bavaria (1898-99) 
2295 Oregon, Idaho and Washington (1898) = | 

2299 Norway a ( ) 
2300 New Caledonia ( ) 
2301 Denmark Ca 
2302 Algeria 
2303 Hankow are 
2304 Corea ae 
2305 Roumania 
2306 Damascus 
2307 Chefoo 
2308 Kiukiang (3°29 
2309 Barcelona 
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List or DipLomatic AND ConsuLAR REPoRTS—Annual 
Series.—continued. 
No. | Place. Price. 
| 

2311 | Lecce oad 
2312 Frankfort | | 8d. 
2313 | Santo Domingo | 
2314 Boston 24d. 
2315 Venezuela | ‘Sid. 
2316 Baghdad ld. 
2317 Stockholm and Sweden 24d. 
2318 Shanghai | 
2319 Philippine Islands C5 2 lid. 
2320 Austria-Hungary Oe, 2d. 
2322 Borneo and Sarawak... ld. 
2323 Dar-al-Baida ... (1897-98) coo | 
2324 Canton (1898) are 1d. 
2326 Italy .. ... (Finances in 1899)... _ 2d. 
2327 British Central Africa ... (1898-99) Bhd. 
2328 Chinde (1898) ld. 
2330 | Naples 2hd. 
2331 Sicily Cs) 
2332 Brazil 4d. 
2333 Madeira | Id. 
2334 Madagascar Id. 
2336 Mexico | Qdd. 

2887 Gothenburg 24d. 
2338 Port Said and Suez Cy. 2 ld. 
2339 North Formosa lid. 
2340 Wuhu 1d, 
2341 Tainan » ld. 
2342 | Riga... 2d. 
2348 Russia 5d. 
2344 Germany and 23d. 
2345 | Stettin we 3d. 
2346 Persian Gulf 
2347 Borneo | 
2348 Kuingchow ld. 
2349 | San Francisco... 2h. 
2350 Reunion C4) VW. 
2351 Zanzibar C 13d. 
2352 | Philadelphia . Cs) Lid. 
2353 Bangkok ld. 
2355 Nagasaki | ad. 
2356 and the "Herzegovina |. Id. 
2357 Bulgaria | 8d. 
2358 Hayti desis hd. 
2359 | Angora ld, 
2360 Dutch and French Guiana C5 2 ld. 
2363 | Angola (1897-98) vee | 23d. 
2364 Guinea (1898) | « 
2367 Central Italy ... ooo | 
2369 Newehwang ... (1898) 
2370 Greece (Finances) lid 
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Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad 
on subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued, 
and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. | Price. 
487 Germany.—Report on Local Government and Finance in 

Prussia ... 14d, 
488 Italy.—Report on the Mother-of- Pearl "Industry on the 

Calabrian Coast hd. 
489 Germany.—Report on the British and Westphalian Coal 

e at Hamburg in 1898 ... 4d. 

490 Germany.—Report on the Development of Commercial, 

Industrial, Maritime and Traffic Interests in asain 

1871 to 1898 34d. 
491 Belgium.—Report on Commercial Education ir Belgium — hd. 
492 France.—Report on the French Fisheries on the Great Bank 

of Newfoundland and off Iceland ld. 
493 Brazil—Report on the Colonies, Commerce and Finan- 

cial Situation of the States of Parana and Santa 

Catharina, with some Notes on the Railway System and 

Finances of Rio Grande do Sul 4id, 
494 Brazil.—Keport on a Journey to the ‘Diamond Fields of 

Minas Geraesand Remarks on the Province of MinasGeraes | 2d. 
495 Denmark.—Report on Commercial Education in Denmark... | 1d. 
496 Switzerland. ene on Commercial Education in Switzer- P 

land 2d. 
497 Germany. —Report on Brown Coal Mining i in the Rhineland. 1d. 
498 Netherlands.—Report on Commercial “Education in the 

Netherlands hd. 
499 Italy.—Suggestions for "the Development of British Trade 

with Italy = 
500 Austria-Hungary. —Report on Commercial Education in 

Austria 13d. 
501 France.—Report on Commercial Education in France 24d. 
502 Japan.—Report on Commercial Education in Japan ld. 
503 Italy.—Report on Commercial Education in Italy 1d. 
504 United States.—Report on Commercial Education in U.S. 3d. 
505 France.—Report on Agricultural Education in France 24d. 
506 Ttaly.—Exhibition at Turin in 1898 es hd. 
507 United States.—Coal Mining in State of Illinois for 1898. ld. 
508 Sweden and Norway.—Report on Commercial Education in 

Sweden and Norway ld. 
509 Switzerland.—British Trade with Switzerland 2d. 
510 Brazil.—Report on matters of Commercial Intelligence | 

relating to Brazil | 2d. 
Brazil.—Précis of an Article on the Cotton Spinning 

Weaving Industries in Brazil sm hd. 
512 Brazil.—Coffee Production in Brazil and Consumption in| 

the United States ... ae hd, 
513 Austria-Hungary.—Hungarian Zone Tariff Railways ld. 
514 Mewico,—Mexican Tobacco | 1d, 
515 Austria-Hungary.—Financial Result of the Purchase and | 

Working of the Hungarian State Railways... 3d. 
516 Switzerland—Swiss Trade with and Great 

Britain... 1d. 
517 Mexicv.—Federal District of Mexico pb 23d. 
518 German, y. —Law of 1900 on Sickness and Old Age Insur- 


ance.. 
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LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued in 1899, and may be purchased from Messrs. 
Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding treet, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 
No. Place. Price. 
| 
257 Cocos, Keeling and C hristmas Islands see a ote 
258 British New Guinea... | 
266 Leeward Islands |, Sad. 
268 | Fiji ... iw vee | Lhd. 
269 Turks and Caicos Islands 
275 British Solomon Islands 
281 St. Vincent ... oo | 
Miscellaneous. 
No. | Colony. Subject. 
| 
1 | Gold Coast ... | Economic Agriculture. 
Zuluiand... . | Forests. 
3 | Sierra Leone | Geology and Botany. 
4 | Canada Emigration. 
5 | Bahamas .. Sisal Industry. 
| Hong Kong... ...  Buboniec Plague. 
7 | Newfoundland _... Mineral Resources. 
8 Western Pacific... «British Solomon Islands, 
9 | Dominica ... Agriculture. 
10 | Virgin Islands | Condition during 1897, 


11 | Grenada | Agriculture in Carriacou. 
12 | Anguilla... | Vital Statistics, 1898, 
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